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Texas Falls Back 


In U. S. Education 


AUSTIN 

Public education in Texas | 
in the first biennium of Gov-. 
ernor Daniel's administration 
has fallen back in comparison 
with the educational efforts 
of other states according to, 
the latest nationwide statis-| 
tics released by the National 
Education Association. 

Texas lost ground in five major 
educational categories and in one 
now ranks 49th among the 49 
states and in another 48th. Care- 
ful perusal of the NEA _ report, 


_ who said Texas teachers received | 
a $399 a year increase in 1957 “and | 
we have to coast a while now.” 


states in its ability to hold teach- 
ers in the profession. NEA reports 
27 per cent of the 4,060 Texas 


fession this year will do so to find 
| jobs in other fields. Last year, 
3,884 Texas teachers gave 
teaching. 


| state which passed Texas 


59 school year now in its first se- pil, dropping Texas from 3lst to 





mester, indicates: 32nd among the states. 
‘Fenss sis venke 3nd among Among states of its approxi- | 
the states in public school ex- 


mate size, Texas, long at the bot- 
| tom of the list, is falling still fur- 
| ther behind, NEA reports. In the 
category of total receipts and ex- 
penditures, NEA’s 1958-59 listing 


penditures for pupils in average | 
daily attendance. During the 1957- 
58 school year the state ranked 
3lst and in 1953-54 was 29th 
among the states. In the current | for Texas shows $645 million in 
school year, Texas is spending $32 | federal, state, and local funds be- 
less than the national average on ing spent on 
the education of each school child (Last year, 1957-1958, Texas had 
whereas last year the state was! ) g9¢ 991 sissiuaial 
within $19 of the national aver- Pp ie i 

ennsylvania, 


—_ pupils, is spending $873 million, 
and Michigan, with a quarter mil- 
lion fewer students, is spending | 
$800 million. New Jersey, with 
less than half the Texas student 
population, 
lion to its schools. Other figures 
for states of comparable size: 
Ohio, $685 million for 1,825,000 pu- 
pils, and Illinois $775 million for 
1,730,000. 





In the matter of keeping up 
with expanding school popula- 
tions through additional appropri- 
ations for instructional staffs, 
Texas's 1959 efforts place it last 
among the states. Texas increased 
its average salaries for teachers 
four-tenths of one percent (0.4)%, 
the poorest effort in this category 
of any state. The national average 
increase in instructional salaries 
was near five per cent, ten times 
the Texas effort. Mississippi, mak- 
ing a herculean effort to revital- 
ize its schools, increased salaries 
18.7 percent, 

The Texas showing in this cate- 
gory was explained by a Texas 
Education Agency spokesman, 


ranking in 1956-57 to a current 
Texas high 
overage of $5,110, ranking Texas 


3lst among the states in this cate- 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Texas ranks 48th among the 49 | 


teachers who will leave the pro- | 


1,955,425 pupils. | 


Meanwhile, | 
with 40,000 fewer being sold contrary to the law 


is allocating $549 mil- | 


Censors 


AUSTIN 
The censorship of sexy 
magazines by pressure on 


merchants from private citi- 
| zens against their display and 
sale has become a_ fulsome 
controversy in Austin involv- 
ing, at various stages, meet- 
ings intended to be secret, a 
visit to the principal Austin 
magazine wholesaler, two 
resignations from the P-TA 
| leadership, and a sermon 


| 


up| against the censorship by a 
The one state with a| Unitarian minister next Sun- 
greater problem than Texas in| day. 

this respect is North Dakota, the | 
this | 
containing latest data for the 1958- | year in total expenditures per pu- | 


On Tuesday 24 magazines, in- 
cluding Playboy, other “magazines 
for men,” some confession maga- 
zines, and Confidential, were re- 
moved from Austin newsstands 
| by Austin News Agency. This was 
the result of a letter from a citi- 
zens’ committee specifying the 
magazines by name as the type 
whose sale was objected to. 

The Rev. Brandoch Lovely of 
the Austin Unitarian Church at- 
tacked the development as de- 
priving adults of their right to 
choose their reading matter and 
| said any magazines which were 


| should be removed by court ac- 
| tion, not private citizens’ pressure 
|}on merchants. He scheduled his 
Sunday sermon on the subject. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Jones, pub- 
licity co-chairmen of the Austin 
| Council of P-TA's, resigned in 
protest of the P-TA’s leading role 
in the close-down. Jones, former 
associate editor of the Observer, 
|said the effort was “literary 





Texas has dropped from its 24th | lynching” and a start on the road 


to censorship of books. He, too, 


27th in classroom teacher salaries, | spoke against “extra-legal censor- 
school teachers are | ship’’ 
less favored, their $4,519 average| the courts against magazines be- 
salary comparing with a national | lieved unfit for sale. 


and advocated recourse to 


A spokesman for the citizens’ 
|group, Mrs. D. H. McCormick, 
| emphatically 





|of fathers in North Austin 
denied that there | proached their P-TA unit 


was any “desire on censors} 
We didn’t feel we had the th 


ity to say what was good and bad 


We just asked that he (the 
saler) censor his own distribu 
to the dealers.” She confir 
the Observer the deliver 
letter to the wholesaler | 
objectionable publication: 
not say exactly how this 
been drawn up, and added 
auestion of the committee's f 
work: 

“We hope that througt 
ing the retailers, we hope 
they would recognize our 
and clear the shelf.” 
' The magazines taken off 
stands: Male, Men, Mar v4 
Real Men, Man's Life, F 
Only, Rugged Men, O. K. f 
Man's World, Intimate ( 
sions, Confidential Confe 
Man's Adventure, 
Sir, Playboy, Swank, Dude, Es 
pade, Real Confession, My St 
Whisper, Confidential, Unc 
and Climax. 


Committee of 24 


The controversy deve 
this fashion: the origina 
plaints originated in a P-TA 
in Northwest Austin; the 


Man t Mar 


P-TA decided to form a tizens 
committee on the subject; a meet- 


ing was held and the protest 


decided on; the letter was sent 1 


the wholesaler; Rev. Lovely pr 
tested most vigorously, ca! 

a public debate, which the 
zens’ group declined; 


zines were removed; the Joneses 
resigned. 
It appeared that a committe 


might be formed to opposs 
censorship. Principals in the « 


the maga- 


pute were receiving many phone 


calls from citizens. 


Mrs. McCormick said a g 





An Elevator Fails in State Building 


AUSTIN 

Three workmen, riding a con- 
struction elevator on the new 
State Public Health Building, 
were injured this week when the 
clevator crashed to the ground. 
It had been raining, the operator's 
foot slipped off the brake momen- 
tarily, and when he stepped back 
on, a supporting cable snapped 
under the strain. The three men 
were taken to a hospital, and the 
construction elevator was taken 
out of service until a new cable 


the superintendent said, “I don't 
know any _ regulations there 
aren't any safety regulations. I 
don’t know why everybody is 
getting so. stirred up, _ these 
things happen. The men _ were 
walking around after it was 
over.” (Asked what he meant 
by people getting “stirred up,” 
Wallace said a radio station had 
phoned up and a _ newspaper 
photographer had been out to 
take a picture.) 

Twelve per cent of industrial 


arrived. accidents in Texas are caused 
The building superintendent,|by elevator failures. There is no 

W. J. Wallace, explained that|state law seiting forth require- 

“those cables weren't meant to|ments for construction of work 

take the kind of terrific strains | elevators. 

you get when those brakes are| The State Industrial Accident 

applied hard.” He said every-|Board, says its executive secre- 


tary, Joe Moore, has been handi- 
capped in compiling data _ be- 
cause no state funds have been 
appropriated for the purpose. He 
had some fragmentary figures of 
recent date as the board has now 
gotten an IBM tabulating unit. 
“However,” Moore said, “we have 
no authority in the area of safety, 
we deal with the result, the work- 
men already injured.” 

Moore was unable to provide 
any information on workmen in- 
jured on state jobs. “You'd have 
to call the individual contractors. 
And if the injured were state em- 


body had actually been “pretty 
lucky” because when the support 
cable gave way, the bottom shiv 
section of the tower (‘a seven 
foot piece of machined iron) had 
been propelled through the air, 
shearing a heavy marble slab off 
the side of the building just be- 
neath the second floor. The slab 
dropped among workmen, miss- 
ing them, and the machined iron 
section dropped twenty feet a- 
way, also missing them. If either 
object had hit anyone, “they'd 
be dead,” said Mr. Wallace. 
Asked about safety regulations, 





wv Wre 
p 24, said that they fF | ing Mre a 
' asthlic ™ ha men T 

f 6c “ligt” of the “type” magazines | publicity co-chairme: 


McCormick lO TesigM @8 | UlueL 4bCe Mials UBGAOY see 


e P-TA| 


ployees, we wouldn’t have any 
record of that because they're not 
covered under workmen's com- 
pensation.” He said the National 
Safety Assn. might have some 
data, “as much information as 
they can get from Texas. There 
has never been a concerted safety 
program in Texas, what program 
we have comes from insurance 
companies working concert 
with employers.”’ 


in 


‘No Agency’ 


Asked what would happen to an 
employee who refused to ride an 
elevator because he thought it 
was unsafe and was fired from 
the job, Moore said “he would 
have no recourse, none to my 
knowledge. It might be possible 
to file a complaint; I know of 
cases where an injured workman 
goes back on the job and finds 
they haven't corrected the thing 
that caused the accident in the 
first place. But there is not much 
he can do,” said Moore, “there is 
no agency empowered to enforce 
removal of safety hazards.’ 

In the last legislature, the 
| Hughes industrial safety code bill, 
setting up a _ single statewide 
agency with authority in the 
safety field, passed the House 
unanimously. In the Senate, Sena- 





(Continued on Page 2) 





ee. ee 


tor George Parkhouse of 
invoked his right to have the 
flagged from the Senate f! 
the labor and management 
mittee, of which he is chairr 


Late in the session, Senator Culp 


Krueger of El Campo moved t! 


bill be sent to a sub-committes 
the labor and management 
mittee, which move had the 
of killing any industrial codé¢ 
that session. 


Appearing before 
committee, Quincy 
director for Texas Co., said Re 
Charles Hughes had rer 
all our objections except the 
itself.” C. D. Allison of Dear 
Stove Company of Dallas said t 
bill was a “nuisance.” 


Out at the accident site 
intendent Wallace was conti! 
his duties. He said he thought 


order a three fourths inch cab! 


to replace the five-eighths 
cable that had snapped 
the same accident might 


Asked i 


happen 


ct 


4 Ty 
fi 


Parkhouse's 
Tuma, afety 


y || 
p. || 
| 


tomorrow, he said, “Yep, it sure 
could all right.” 

The three injured workmen are 
Lawrence Benford, 31, Ara En- 
dersbee, 42, and Willie Burns, 28 
Three days after the accident, 


they were at Brackenridge 
pital where their condition w 
listed as satisfactory I 


server afier th 


hos- 


as 


G 


Robbins, 


should 


We asl serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find st 
and the right as we 
see st. 





No. 39 








10c per copy 





hip in Austin 


sent a recommendation to 
ity council of P-TA’s. 

indicated that W. R. 
Piet of Lamar Jun- 


Ian “+e 
. ( _ 
Le ports 


nt ete poe seeing efus- 
boys gathered around 
racks in the Allandale 
zs Center and what he said 
ere lewd magazines in school 
kers and students’ notebooks 


of 
lagazine 


Sk 


pping 


yups of parents called on 

owners and asked them to 
ove the magazines. Some did; 
e didn't, referring the protest- 

the wholesaler, W. H. Coch- 
I P-TA decided to ap- 
committee of 
meet- 


he city 
a city-wide 
40 members and 
Twenty-four were present, 
including Sen. Charles Herring 
nd Rep. Wilson Foreman. 
Herring suggested that under a 
state law prohibiting the sale and 
of lascivious literature 
the county attorney could file 
arges against the retailers. H« 
s asked to look into the possi- 


call a 


Dell M. Sheftall, chairman of 
the citizens’ group and a jewelry 
hant, and Ernest Cabe, per- 
sonnel officer of the public 
, emphasized the group did 
to censor, “We believe 
that adults may read whatever 
they want to, but we believe it 
imperative that this stuff not be 
sold where children can buy it 
along with their writing paper 
and pencils," Cabe said. Sheftall 
proposed making “a comprehen- 
sive list of objectionable periodi- 
cals and where they are dis- 
played.’ Mrs. McCormick. sug- 
gested each P-TA appoint a “Vig- 
ilante Committee” to watch for 
new smutty materials. 
W. D. Blunk, a former Univer- 
sity of Texas student dean who is 
w in charge of the University’s 
75th anniversary observance, said: 
“Let's not advertise the names of 
magazines we _ believe 
be eliminated. That just 
makes the youngsters tear the city 
apart looking for them!” 


t want 


these 


s 

= ‘Suppression’ 

Lovely called attention to a 

urt ruling in which it was held 
that censoring publications for the 
welfare of children has the conse- 

ence of censoring them also for 
adults and that adult reading can- 

(Continued on Page 2) 








Texas Case Causes 


Wisconsin Changes 


AUSTIN 

The University of Wisconsin 
athletic board has adopted an 
anti-discrimination policy for 
its athletes as a result of an 
incident in Houston. 

The Capital Times reported 
when Wisconsin athletes 
ere in Houston in December 


th: 
tnat 


for a basketball game _ with 
Rice. two Negro members of 
the Wisconsin team “were re- 


quired to stay at a segregated 
college while other. players 
lodged in a hotel.” 

The new Wisconsin U. policy 
requires that all contracts for 
athletic contests include an 
agreement that all Wisconsin 
players will travel, lodge, and 











dine together and play to- 
gether as a team. 
S made no comment 











Texans Earn $16 Billion; 
Wilson Settles for $120,000 


injured 


@ Houston vice squad investi-| 

gators arrested four in 
nection with a charity collection | 
of $3,000 at a children’s Christmas | 
party that cost $65—ice cream. | 
punch, toys, and 400 | 
children. The funds were solicited | 
in the name of twc 3] 


raternal or 
ganizations by nine telephoners 


con- | 


a porter for 


A 23-year-old Houston man, 

Bobby Joe Wright, boasted 
‘he could swim to a buoy 50 yards 
away, off the Galveston beach, | 





made it to the marker, and} 

drowned 

© Atty. Gen. Will Wilson set-| 
' 


tled one of* the ‘identical bid- 
ding anti-trust brought | 
against Houston oyster shell com- | 
panies charged with submitting 
identical bids on 450 separate 


cases he 








purchase orders. The agreed fine 
of $120,000 was paid by all 
these defendants. “The European | 


cagtel type economy is foreign to} 
us, and for that reason I regard | 
the enforcement of the anti-trust | 
laws as one of the most important | 
functions of the office,” Wilson | 
said. 





Bureau of Business Research | 

of U. T. reported personal| 
income in Texas has risen from | 
$2,752 million in 1929 to $16,364! 
billion in 1958. Thé three top sour- 
ces.of.income: manufacturing, $2.3 | 
millidn; government, $2.1 million; | 
retail trade, $2.1 million. Farming | 
produces only $722 million income | 
to landowners and $267 million in 
wages. 


@ “ quick-thinking Methodist | 

minister and herculean med- | 
ical efforts kept down the death 
toll when a wrecked bottled gas 
tank truck exploded, killing four 
and injuring 160 bystanders. Rev. 
James Tidwell, pastor of Brown- 
field's First Methodist Church, | 
hurried to the county hospital and | 


merce 


two hours every person 
had and sent home 


or put to bed for the night 


been treated 


cy Van Cliburn of Kilgore was 


among five “outstanding 
yeung Texans selected by the 
Texas Junior Chamber of Com- 
for 1958. The others: Dolph 


Briscoe, 35, Uvalde rancher; Fred 
Chandler, 32, Fort Stockton 
farmer; Bob Hollingsworth, 33, 
San Antonio insurance executive; 
and Dan Krausse, 33, Big Spring 
oil executive 


ee An Army general court mar- 

tial acquitted Lt. Col. Jack 
Canon of charges of shooting cat- 
tle and withholding information 
about stolen ammunition after the 
produced travel orders 
was in the Middle 
time. Canon, calling 
offi- 


officer 
showing he 
East at the 
by their last names several 


The Week in Texas 














| belongings and 


San 


smail 


cers whom he said had conspired 
against him in bringing the 
charges, accused Army criminal 
investigating officers of invading 


his house and removing personal 


summed up his 
confinement in the psychiatric 
ward at Brooke Army Hospital in 

Antonio with the statement, 
“I was treated like an animal.” 


so Coast Guardsmen rescued a 
father and three sons as their 
boat drifted out of gas 12 
miles off Sabine Pass in the Gulf 
of Mexico following a night-long 
search that ended when a Coast 
Guard plane spotted the small 
craft and circled it until a cutter 
arrived at the scene. 
-) Asking the mayor and city 
council to put info effect. “at 
once” an upward revision of resi- 


I frankly feel that it’s too scon.” 


|@ Brig. Gen. William Whipple, | 
announced that “the largest 
water program in the history of 
the Southwest” is in the early 
stages of construction by the 
Army Corps of Engineers, out- 
lined 33 water projects in Texas, 
|Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, 
| Kansas, and New Mexico ulti- 
mately to cost more than $1 bil- 
| lion 
| 
| @ BenJack Cage's latest South 
} American escapade (or per- 
haps, this time, more than that) 
| has slowed down efforts of the 
| Internal Revenue Service to col- 
|lect over $500,000 in claims and 
| penalties. “Indefinite continuan- 
| ces” have been granted Cage after 
his attorney told a Dallas court 
that he had learned from the 
newspapers that his client is in 
Brazil and that records needed 
| for the defense are “scattered all 
| over various district attorneys’ 
| offices, administrative offices, 
and one thing and another.” 


@ Texas A&M reported the 

sharp 1958 decline in the 
|state’s farm population was arrest- 
| ed in 1958, with the present 1,052,- 
'000 population up 34,000 from a 
year ago. Attributing the slight 
upturn to the end of the recession, 
A&M professor R. L. Skrabanek 
said the percentage of rural pop- 
ulation has continued to drop and 
said farm residents are i1.3 per 
|cent of the total population, down 
from 18 per cent in 1950....The 
|}Department of Agriculture an- 
mounced Texas crop production 
|\for 1958 was higher than a year 
ago and that national production 
|reached an all-time high, eleven 
‘per cent larger than the previous 
| record. 


| 
@ A trial examiner for the 
NLRB recommended that the 





“told them to get ready’’ after the | dential and small commercial gas} board issue a cease and desist or- 


truck exploded in the midst of | 
the throng. The hospital | 
brought in seven local doctors, 
two from Levelland, one medical | 


2ense 


student home from the holidays, | statutory 


three medical corpsmen home on} 


| 
leave fram the armed SETViICeS, | 


rates, the Houston Natural Gas 
Corp. said the “company’s 
for an immed:ate adjustment is so 


urgent that it must insist upon its | 


right to have this mat- 
within 60 days.” 
Cutrer responded: 


ter disposed of 


Mayor Lewis 


need | 


der against the Amarillo General 
Drivers, Warehouse and Helpers 
local, affiliated with the Team- 
sters Union, after finding the un- 
‘ion had induced employees to 
“use, handle, or work upon prod- 
ucts of Crowe-Gulde Co. ... with 


and a local minister who had once | “To come in and make a demand ; an object of forcing (customers) 


studied medicine in . college 


In} that it be acted on immediately— | to 





TEXAS FALLS BACK 


(Continued from Page 1) ' 
gory Texas elementary school | 
teachers average $4,296 against the 
national average of $4,575 

Roughly three percent of Texas 
teachers are paid $5,000 per year 
more compared to 20 percent in 
neighboring New Mexico and 1!2 
percent in Louisiana. The national 
average 20.2 percent, is seven 
times the Texas figure. On the 
basis of percentage of teachers 
making over $5,000 annually, the 
leading states are California, 55 
‘ percent; New York, 50 percent; 
New Jersey, 49 percent; Mary- 
land, 47 percent; Arizona, 38 per- 
cent; Delaware, 33 percent; Michi- 
gan and Nevada, 30 percent each. 


Leads in One 


In only one category did Texas 
rank first—decrease in federal aid 
received. Texas received $29 mil- 
lion in federal funds for 1958-59, 
down from $31 million the previ- 
ous year, the largest decrease of 
any state. Only two other states 
took less federal aid than the pre- 
vious year, Indiana by $300,000 
and New Mexico by $400,000. 
Three other states got the same 
amount and the other 43 states re- 
ceived greater sums, Georgia, Vir- 
zinia and California leading the 
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way with $2 million plus each. 

The figures for expenditures 
per pupil in average daily attend- 
ance—considered the most accur- 
ate criteria by many educators— 
reveal a _ slipping position for 
Texas compared to the other 
states. Computes NEA, Texas will 
spend $308 per pupil in 1958-59, 
up from $305 last year. The na- 
tional average is $400. Since other 
states have been making corre- 
spondingly greater efforts, Texas 
is losing ground despite its in- 
crease and now ranks 32nd com- 
pared to 29th in 1953-54. 


Comparing Texas's biennium 
ADA increase from $305 to $308 
with some other states: New Mex- 
ico, $371 per pupil last year to 
$390 this year; Nevada, $377 to 
$410; Rhode Island $350 to $380; 
New Jersey $430 to $463; New 
York, $495 to $535. The New York 
appropriations were almost en- 
tirely raised within the state, as 
New York received only $14 mil- 
lion in federal aid, less than half 
the Texas total of $29 million. 


The NEA report, designed to 
show broad trer.ds in education in 
the various states, is drawn in 
part from statistics obtained from 
state education agencies and in 
part from estimates based on 
changing financial patterns within 
the various statcs. L.G. 


cease doing business with 


Crowe-Gulde Co. ...” 


8 Eighty refund checks totaling 
$718,000 were dispatched by 
| Tyler Gas Service Co. to indus- 
| trial users as a result of the com- 
| pany’s victory in a Supreme Court 
suit preventing a raise in the de- 
livered price of gas received from 
United Gas Pipeline Co, Largest 
refund check, $478,000, went to 
Texas Eastern’s Lagloria Refining 
Co. of Tyler. 
Safeway Stores and the 
clerks’ union settled a con- 
tract dispute involving stores in 
eight West Texas cities and active 
strikes in Big Spring and Brown- 
wood .... With 300 of the 940 Dal- 
las policemen signed up, a spokes- 
man for the Dallas Police Assn. 
denied the association is a union, 
said it will work first for better 
police pensions. 
@ The Texas Supreme Court 
refused to review a lower 
court decision that Texas A&M 
can constitutionally refuse to ac- 
cept girl students, The case goes 
now to the U.S. Supreme Court on 
grounds of “equal rights to equal 
education.” 


} 
| 
| 
| 


ry Herman Brown, president of 
Brown & Root, Inc., said Houston 
has lost a lot of possible indus- 
trial development to New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge because of the 
lack of a future supply of indus- 
trial water. The city has applied 
to the state board of water engin- 
eers for permission to build two 
reservoirs on the lower part of the 


‘| uncultured to read 








Trinity River. 


CENSORSHIP FUSS 


(Continued from Page 1) 


|; not be banned according to stand- 


ards for juveniles 

He said he agreed that most of 
the magazines singled out were 
not acceptable but that the proper 
procedure for so adjudging them 
is court action. 

With respect to Playboy, he said 
that the magazine presents a point 
of view about sex—‘“that sex 
ought to be enjoyed’’—which is 
entitled to a place in the market- 
place of ideas. He said he would 
add to the point of view consider- 
ations of the responsibilities of 
sex, but he felt Playboy ought not 
to be barred from circulation. It 
has “some good writing,” he said. 

“One group of people are at- 
tempting to impose their taste 
upon the rest of the community, 
not by competition or education 
but by suppression 
wanted point of view. This is a 
violation of my liberties and that 
of my neighbor to choose,’ he 
said. 

“This material is by and large 
escapist literature for those too 
the Arabian 
Nights or Something of Value, 
and their right to enjoyment is 
not something to be prohibited by 
those whose education and back- 
ground enable them to enjoy the 
higher type of cultural eroticism 
and escapism,” Lovely said. 

He said the citizens’ group is 
arguing with common sense but 
can be refuted by “common sense 
—and principles.” 

Sheftall, chairman of the com- 
mittee, which calls itself the Aus- 
tin Advisory Committee on News- 
stand Displays, told Cechran that 
plans are being laid for “a per- 
manent and continuing committee 
on newsstand decency .... in ev- 
ery neighborhood.” Asked about 
this by the Observer, however, he 
said that such work will be left to 
the awareness of individual par- 
ents. 

“The ones who scream the most 
about civil rights are the ones 
who talk the least about respon- 
Sibilities,"”” Sheftall said. He said 
the “salacious” magazines “that 
the youngsters were surrounded 
with” have been increasing in 
number around the country. 

“Some mothers and dads in 
Austin have found some of them 
in the rooms of the boys and 
girls,” he said. 


Origin of List 


How was the list drawn up? 
“These dads from several of the 
schools,” he said, “in looking over 
the newsstands, purchased maga- 
zines that they considered to be 
objectionable. When we had our 
meeting at the Austin National 
Bank, there was a selection of the 
Magazines that had been pur- 
chased by the fathers.” 

Cochran insisted on being given 
a list of the magazines, Sheftall 
said, “for his protection with his 
suppliers” so he could send the 
suppliers the list “and in that 
manner justify not distributing 
them.” 

“We just listed the names of 
some of those magazines that we 
had collected there,” Sheftall said. 


of the un-| 





AGITATES AUSTIN 


“We're not interested in indi- 
cating what the adults should 
read,” he added. “I've had several 
calls from University law students 
agitated that they might be de- 
prived of their favorite reading 
material, Playboy. I checked 
Wednesday and it is available 
several places, on the (Univer- 


sity) Drag . There has not been 
any intent whatsoever ... no in- 
clination to censor what adults 


should read."”" Emphasis, he said, 
was on newsstands around 
schools 

“Of course a_ university-level 
student may consider reading a 
lot of things as a part of his edu- 
cation, I understand that,” Shef- 
tall said. “I remember buying two 
issues of Playboy, one for a gour- 
met article on how te prepare 
various kinds of meat, and there 
was another one that had an arti- 
cle in it I was interested in. How- 
ever, the one they had down at 
the meeting—it was pretty rough. 
They do not follow, if they have a 
code—they do not maintain the 
same propriety from issue to is- 
One will be all right, and 
then one will be as raw as fresh 
meat.” 

Sheftall then mentioned a recent 
issue of Escapade in which a fea- 
ture of very proper pictures of 
University of Texas coeds was 
enclosed by girlie pictures in the 
rest of the magazine. “I could just 
see recruiters from Baylor wav- 
ing this magazine—‘Don’t send 
your child down there’!” he said. 

Lyman and Clare Jones re- 
signed as publicity chairmen of 
the city P-TA protesting what 
Jones called the “ridiculous activ- 
ities’ of the P-TA’s in the cam- 
paign. eJones said “most of the 
magazines involved are certainly 
trash, but I disagree with the ex- 
tra-legal methods used in taking 
them from the newsstands.” Jones 
said such activities are the first 
step on the road toward censor- 
ship of books. “Are they going to 
come into my house and take the 
Decameron and Ulysses off my 
shelf next?” he asked. 


The Travis County grand jury 
endorsed “the campaign against 
lewd literature and magazines ...” 

Mrs. McCormick said: “We are 
not going to say this or this 
should be on the stands at all, we 
expect that they will do the, ah, if 
you want to call it censorship ... 
we would like to stay away from 
that word. Well, adults we feel 
should be in a position to choose. 
But we are concerned with dis- 
play to children.” 


Sheftall said legal action had 
not been taken because it was felt 
it would not be fair to file com- 
plaints without first talking with 
the merchants. He said “we did 
not feel it would be quite honor- 
able to sign a complaint without 
informing them of it.” 


sue 


Cochran, emphasizing he is anx- 
ious to preserve his reputation as 
a respectable businessman, said 
he distributes not only girlie mag- 
azines, but many other kinds. He 
regretted Playboy being singled 
out; he said it had some_ good 
writing in it and would soon be as 
cleaned up as Esquire. R.D. 





Council Not Asking Changes 


AUSTIN 

C. Read Granbery, executive di- 
rector of the Texas Legislative 
Council, has advised the Observer 
that “the council did not recom- 
mend the bill on traffic law 
changes—it is a composite bill of 
the suggestions of the various 
agencies.” 

The Observer editorialized last 
issue that the council “advocated” 
the changes in the draft bi!!, 
which includes arrest withou: 
warrant, canceling a driver's li- 





cense for failure to show up in 
court on a traffic ticket, and trial 
of juveniles 14 and over as adults. 


Granbery said that the bill was 
a composite of suggestions and 
was “a ‘vehicle for consideration,” 
without the council committing it- 
self to it. 


The Council report called the 
bill “Suggested Act No. I (Com- 
posite Recommendations) in- 


tended only as a basis for legisla- | 


tive considcratian.” f 
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Letters from the Red River, 1835 | 


AUSTIN 

Bill Peters, who is an artist with 
UT Extension Service, is great- 
grandson of one Lemuel Peters, 
Jr., who came to the Texas border 
at the Red River with his father 
from Town €reek, Ala. in 1834. 
Apparently Lemuel had an older 
brother, John, and J. J., a younger 
brother, was still in school. Lem- 
uel Peters, Jr.. was one of the 
first physicians in Texas. He died 
at 37 in 1856. 

When he was 16, Lem Peters 
wrote two letters, both dated Jan. 
31, 1835, to “Brother Jack’ and 
“Brother James,”’ which are still 
in Bill Peters’ possession. They 
are fascinating if difficult to fol- 
low comments on life at the Texas 
frontier in 1835, and we print here 
the best versions of them the 
great-grandson can render consid- 
ering the condition of the origin- 


als: 


To J. J. Peters Town Creek Ala. 
Red River Jan. 31, 1835 
Dear Brother Jack 
We have knot taken any leters 
out of the office since we come 
here but I hope there is one there 
for me from you and on expecta- 
tions I will write but if I never 
your face not unless I should 
not write to you. Jack I am here 
and like to be for some time. I 
can assure you I am in some trou- 
ble there is know earthly chance 
for me to go to school any. I have 
to papa about my situation. 
joes not know how I 
am to get there. 1 am geting along 
in days and know nothing. I 
should like to live in a store some 
if I could but I see know chance. 
there is some stores here. but I 
would not live here for nothing 
where I could the fact of business 
is this I will knot live on R— 
River the land is ritch here and 
that is all. The Society here is 
worse than none the old settlers 


spoke 
he says he 





are a set of d-a-m horse thieves a 
fellow does not know —— we —— 
— — friend there is not one 
man but what gocs armed in the 
country. I wish you would write 
to Farther something about my 
case, I will be damed if I will live 
here we have knot one Book to 
lay our jaws to. I am doing noth- 
ing under the hevens I have been 
riding about over the country 
(county?) some since I come here 
& I have measured some country 
for papa. I am your brother 
L.. P. 


My pen is bad and paper is coarse 
you mus look over all mistakes 
Papa is not very well satisfied if 
I could see you I could tell you a 
great deale Jack. god Bless give 
my love to Martha Tom & Sam 


January the 31st 1835 


Red River —— — —- 


Dear Brother James, 

As this is first time I have had 
an opertunity of sending a leter 
to the office I shall consider it a 
Sin to let it Slip we arrived here 
3 weeks before Crismas all well 


and in fine spirits except Sister 
Mary. She was sick and has been 
unwell ever since until 2 or 3 


day since She has mist her chills. 
We found all the Negroes well 
and you never saw them kno peo- 
ple so glad to see any person as 
they were to see us in your life 
O! Jim if you were here now you 
would live on the lakes there is 
more gees and ducks here than 
you ever saw in your life. I have 
shot nearly enough gees & ducks 
to make a feather Bed I have not | 





kiled many deer yet but I will kill | 
them in the Spring when they | 
come out of the cane Dick and} 


myself went out in the hills hunt- | 


ing the other day and got lost | 


and lay out all night we swam 
4 creeks during the day and had 


them all to swim over the next 
day we swam one before day. I 
was riding kate mule she swam 
very well we got home about 10 
o’clock the next day this country 
has more deer and bare than any 
you ever saw in your life the 
people here have kno other bed 
clothes only Bare skin and Buffa- 
low and dear skin clothes. I have 
seen 50 deer here in one draw— 
the woods is lined with wild cat- 
tle and mustang horses here that 
are from 5 to 15 years old that 
know man ever touched there is 
steers that are from 8 to 10 years 
that have never been —— 
seem hardley we have shot some 
2 or 3 since we came here we have 
them to hunt like deer I have seen 
more wild cattle at one sight than 
you ever saw in your life that 
wer tame I am going to get a 
pony brother to the one that Col. 
Lewis had he is 5 years old and 
neVer was haltered he is as wild 
as a deer I hope it will knot be 
long before you will want to leave 
home to see the beautys of R- 
River go to shool and lerne fast 
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chmidt Writes 
On Lyndon Matter 


/ determine for ourselves 
The Observer editor } ( inder rules our own Texas mem- 
ceived, in response to rs devise. Your suggestion that 
discussions of Texas r and could be otherwise is simply an 
the tv é ff-b 


ters we 


Sen. Johnson in eat repetition of the oft-used 
preceding this one, t anard that somehow a Texan 
from Fred H. Schmidt, w: ga who joins a union has assigned his 
secretary-treasurer of thé Ka litical independence over to 
State Committee on Polit Ed state labor bosses.’ This 
cation of the Texas AFL-€ unds no better and is no more 
“Dear Sir: ~ yming from the Observer 
“Thanks for the kir from the Dallas Morning 
assuring your readers tl} News 
is, aS yet, no positive f Don't let this add to the self- 
we have either been s« r| pity you expressed as a Holiday 
otherwise removed dulgence. Be assured that we 
persuasion from the »ve you, or we would not have 
dependent regional troubled to write. We never wrote 
Now, for the record, Wood, Lynn Landrum, or 
fact down ...: Neit Dick West when they. said the 
Meany nor any of fF re ne things about us. We feel 
tives have saiaiiated I mean to misrepresent us and 
or indirection to determi: verately so — but we are sure 
Texas labor movemer t 1 do not 
should be our attituds We are still liberal 
Senator Johnson, (Signed) 
| State officeholder. Ths Fred H. Schmidt, Secretar 


we have not no book to save our | 


lives we sent our books by water 
and have not got them yet I am 
somewhat uneasy myself I 
here doing nothing only riding 
about hunting is my daly endea- 
vor if we had some books that I 
could be reading I should not 
grumble I mus come to close as | 
I want to write to Jack to some in 
this letter you mus take care of 
self and not be imposed on by 
Boy 
way -as have know person to do it 
for you get the large boys to love 
will have friends 
enough give my love to inquir- 
ing friends you must write to me 


know 


you and you 


‘Iam your brother L. Peters Jr. 


Postmarked: Hempstead C— A. T.| 


(Apparently Hempstead County, 
Arkansas Territory). 





Johnson Gives Political 


AUSTIN 
Sen. Johnson eschews con- 
gressional decisions reached 


“solely by head counts of the 
partisan division” and advo- 
cates “the national answer, 
the answer all reasonable men 
can agree upon .... even if 
the process requires years of 
our lives” in an article, “My 
Political Philosophy,” in the 
winter issue of the Texas 
Quarterly. 

Johnson does not mention the 
Senate filibuster in the article. 

Excerpts from his statement: 

“Iam a free man, an American, 
a United States Senator, and a 
Democrat, in that order. 

“I am also a liberal, a conserva- 
tive, a Texan, a taxpayer, a 
rancher, a businessman, a con- 
sumer, a parent, a voter, and not 
as young as used to be nor as old 
as I expect to be—and I am all 
these things in no fixed order. 

“I am unaware of any descrip- 
tive word in the second paragraph 
which qualifies, modifies, amends, 
or is related by hyphenation to 
the terms listed in the first para- 
graph. .... 

“Our political philosophies, I 
have found, are the sum of our 
life’s experience. God made no 
man so simple or his life so ster- 
ile that such experience can be 
summarized in an adjective. Yet 
we scem bent today on reducing 
every man’s philosophy to a mere 
vital statistic, to the next qucs- 
tion asked. ... 

“We crush out the individuality 
of our political beliefs and, by 
this process of high-speed sorting 
and classifying of Americans, au- 
tomate our choice of courses and 
sterilize our explorations of the 
reasons why .... 

“The very purpose of Congress, 
in our governmental form, is to 


ft 2, said that they 
“list” of the “type’ 





had compiled | ing Mre 
Be ci public 


arrive at national decisions by 
bringing together some 531 indi- 
viduals, representing 170 million 
individuals, to achieve a consent 
on the way the nation should go 

it is part—a great part—of 
my own philosophy that the con- 
gress reaches a very dubious de- 
cision when its choices are made 
solely by head counts of the parti- 
san division. 

“This leads to a listing of the 
tenets of my own beliefs, the spe- 
cific tenets of my own philosophy. 

“First, I believe every Ameri- 
can has something to say and, un- 
der our system, a right to an au- 
dience. 

“Second, I believe there is al- 
ways a national answer to each 
national problem, and, believing 
this, I do not believe that there 
are necessarily two sides to every 
question. 

“Third, I regard achievement of 
the full potential of our resources 
—physical, human, and otherwise 
—to be the highest purpose of 
governmental policies next to the 
protection of those rights we re- 
gard as inalienable. 

“Fourth, I regard waste as the 
continuing enemy of our society 
and the prevention of waste— 
waste of resources, waste of lives, 
or waste of opportunity—to be the 
most dynamic of the responsibili- 
ties of our government 

“Knowing the folks at Johnson 
City and Blanco and Stonewall 
and Hye as I do, I know that it 
would be much more difficult for 
me to secure a unanimous agree- 
ment among them than among the 
senators in Washington. Yet, in 
this individuality, my neighbors— 
or the constituency of all Texas— 
are not different from Americans 
everywhere. There is likely to be 
merit in the views of the minor- 





ity, quite as much as there is wis- 


$465 


city co-cha 


irmen of the P-TA | 


Philosophy 


dom in the views of the majority. 
We have, as I see it, an obligation 
to seek out that merit, if it is 
there, and not merely to content 
ourselves with obliging the ma- 
jority, for the majority’s wisdom 
-—-however wise—is never the sum 
of all wisdom.” 

By making “our divisions, our 
classifications, and our cross-clas- 
sifications,” we adopt not philo- 
sophy but cults devoted to dog- 
mas and construct false equations 
which produce false answers, he 
wrote. 

“This equation process is much 
a part of our party systems, and 
contributing to the myth of the 
concept that ‘there are two sides 
to every question.’ True, there 
are two parties, that is not the 
Same as two sides. But, by main- 
taining the two-side concept, we 
Satisfy our consciences—again as 
a matter of convenience — that 
when a partisan majority has pre- 
vailed there is no need to exam- 
ine either the majority’s side or 
the minority’s side again .... 


“T think otherwise .... I do not 
believe we have arrived at an an- 
swer until we have found the na- 
tional answer, the answer all rea- 
sonable men can agree upon, and 
our work is not done until that 
answer is found—even if the pro- 
cess requires years of our lives.” 


Johnson said of all his work in 
public life he is proudest of the 
development of the lower Colo- 
rado River, “in the ending of the 
waste of the region.” He said the 
elimination of waste carries with 
it “a continuing- obligation for 
government—at all levels—not to 
create waste itself by extracting 
from the people the fruits of their 
new opportunities through im- 
provident excesses in spending 
and taxing.” 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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Public kinde ens deserve 
Blakley, Barry, & R.D. Me Mintupgettess §=Gesers 
wholehearted support 
Sirs: Your collaborat ‘es I 
Mrs. Irwin Spear, 2005 Stam- 
Robert Burns. against dor as 
| ford Lane, Austin 3. 
| Johnson is very weé 
Especially brilliant i 
ment of labor and its Some Evaluations 
| Texas and the natic : : Sirs: Your Dec. 12 issue is es- 
|able to say the same 14°) necially good. “Senator Johnsor 
| Blakley and Goldwater ha 214! Bedazzles ‘Em” is the master- 
but you do it in a r r€ | piece in the issue. Personally, I'v: 
scholarly manner never cared much for Lyndon 
Bill Cooper, 7122 Sho Johnson, never believed his “Lib- 
Dallas, Tex !eralism” «mounted to more than 
|}timely expediency, but then it 


| dren, These chidren could learn 





McCormick tO TeSIEM @8 |} OUIEL AACE Mists BBasssde s4s0 wase oes 


gives one the creeps to think of a 
Coke Stevenson being in his Sen- 


Your Neighbor? 


Paced Pg ate seat, Sad that the South, par- 
beer ad in our paper since its be- ticularly Texas, rarely, if ever 
ginning. Personally I ha ; has produced real statesmen We 
ae wen. sales rile s 1eed more Ralph Yarboroughs 
in te ones ceil , and if the voters knew the truth 
“ine ae bauer. ae ele keen | and could get the facts concerning 
ae every big issue, surely more Yar- 
cing es a os oe boroughs would have a better 
saying nating of the 1 to work effectively. As it is, even 
pond ail gpa 2 I'm afraid, is forced 
C. P. Edwards, 415 W. Ma sempre ee ee ee 
. in ane to get along. Politicians 
enidieen just have to be nice to one an- 
other. A sad, bad situation 
Joseph M. Slay, Apt. 4, 800 


Public Pomme 
Sirs: Like Dr. Sanchez, I 
admirer of your paper, and | ‘alee 

have great respect fo! 

points of Dr. Sanchez. I think your 
mild difference of o; ] 
be most effectivel 


South Glasgow Dr., Dallas 23 


Patronistic Insight 


PINK GHOST 


through the support f public TOU 2s — —— no self con- 
: 1 1 tain, oOast 
kindergartens for all tt hools ; —_ - ° 
of Texas of same, highly suspect of 
< rols, 
A good kindergarten ha any controls 
educational values, in fact, should | YU with the aggressive resist- 
be considered an educational ance to all demands 
necessity, but its va f Solar strength, holding as your 
ticularly apparent in ro roof the right to goof 
versy over pre-school English Beatnik, who ‘cannot’ brave a 


classes for foreign-speé beach 


(a Beatnik breach) 

English best from their contem- | you—with the lotion the clean 
poraries, and the English-speak- hands. 
ing children would benefit from /the noble and condescending 
exposure to another culture. At notions in braving 
the kindergarten level, acquiring | ‘black’ pains . 
a new language would not inter- | I think you should write 
fere with learning t 3 te,| with your patronistic insight 
— . “How It Feels To Be White” 

The kindergarten program Pre- | 10, would this be trite 
pares children for reading in first | 
grade, introduces number and size | better to divest 
concepts, develops small muscles} 2 &host of this deal 
for writing readiness, and helps and I—at least—would reel 
the child adjust to a group learn- with: interest. 
ing situation. which is sa different | (To my friend Mrs. Arden McNab, 
from the _ individuall entered | and Baudelaire) (See Obs. Oct. 3 
environment in which he grew| '58.—Ed.) 


up. A much more effective teach- | 
ing job can be done in first grade 
when children have had kinder- | 


Vivian Ayers, Houston 
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Let those flatter who fear, it ss not an American art — JEFFERSON 
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Pout Let a Collision Spoil Your 
Inlay,’ the earnest visage of Gov 


ir Damel was represented as re- 


sine tron one thousand bill- 
. me the highways of the 
. . ? - 
te 4 ime the annual Christmas 
\ Ves WW checked; tho, = the 
t may “Tw ~ thre q dirt lon r 
Ttising Assn. of Texas im. as 
’ tits officials, Ed St. John, 
~ ‘bigyves t ort’ (whether tor 
utetv or Damtiel, he did not. sai 
rhaps tor both 
Consulting various state author 
cv te autl 
es, we learned that Official Aus 
ein = ¢1 < (rie ( test at 


> ] 
resolu- 


New Year is a time. for 


tions, tor brave determinations 
+ +} ea lo Ps ee . : - 
igainst the gales of quixotic tor- 
. ‘* . ~ - ) 7 . , | , 
ies. Fy the Governor and the 


suggest this tran- 


The University of 


tislature we 
scendent ideal 
[Texas must not be permitted to be- 


come fourth-rate. Our sons and 


igns 


was whether the billboard lobby 
will replace the tax-free manufac- 
turers im the official favor. Then, 


when we asked Col. Homer Garri- 
son, director of the Department of 
Public Safety, whether he had been 
a party to the bold new safety pro- 
gram, he said lightly, “No, no, if 1 
had the Governor and I would have 
given them the message together.” 

\t any rate, the humor of the peo- 
ple will not be stifled in the collapse 
of their suspicions. The most per- 
tinent variations on the slogan 
which have come to our attention: 

“Don't Let Collusion Spoil Your 
Holiday.” or, “Don’t Let Price Dan- 
ie] Spoil Your Holiday.” 


? 
ear s tL. 


daughters are entitled to the very 
best. Come what may—new 


rebukes from the South 


next 
sales taxes, 
Texas Chamber of Commerce, even 
an unconstitutional natural gas tax 
state 


we will have a_ third-rate 


University. 
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Che private power lobby in Texas 
is the most successful of them all. 
Without a whimper or a whine from 
liberals or labor, public power has 
dropped out of public discussion as 
though it had been put on an index 
ot unthinkable alternatives. As new 
dams go up in Texas, contracts are 
let for the exploitation of the result- 
ing power potentialities for private 
profit. Texans, unlike the Ameri- 
cans ofvthe Northwest, do not have 
a strong tradition of public power, 
sO most of them hardly notice the 
oversight. We affirm now that for 
every congiderable dam built in 
Texas, there ought to be a parallel 
development for cheap public elec- 
tricity, and we would suggest that 
every public-spirited citizen take it 
upon himself to raise the question of 
public power every time the private 
power lobby abates its propaganda 
long enough for the wedging in of a 


Wwe rd or two 


Improper 


We find manifestly improper the 
expenditure of the tax funds of the 
Northeast Texas Water District on 
(1) a $400 tea set for a federal Army 


engineer and colonel; (2) a $t50 
party for the same colonel; (3) a 


mobile automobile telephone at a 
of more than $30 a month in 
the Lone Star Steel Co. car driven 
by Marvin Watson. We find highly 
dubious the expenditure of $300 of 
the water district's money monthly 
to pay Watson, the president of the 
district, who is also a paid full-time 
public relations employee of Lone 
Star Steel. Finally we find at least 
doubtful the district's sale of one- 
fifth of all of its water and storage 
to Lone Star Steel in return for a 
trust agreement of a tricky kind 
from which all the district now real- 
izes is $26,000 interest a year and 


cost 


from which it apparently never will 
realize any income for construction. 
As for the tax-payjng residents of 
the. seven. towns. in. the. water 
district, let them reflect on the sin- 
gle fact that if Lone Star Steel's 
properties had been included as a 
part of the town of Lone Star, the 
tax rate per $100 for everybody in 
the water district would have been 
decreased about four-fifths. Strange 
are the ways of progress for Lone 
Star Steel Co. If this is an example 
of what’s going on in these water 
districts, the legislature should in- 
vestigate them all. 


ens | ip 


We concur with Rev. Brandoch 
Lovely of Austin that the magazine 
vigilantes who shut 24 magazines, 
including Playboy, off some news- 
stands in Austin this week have 
committed an offense against each 
of us, against our rights to read 
what we please as long as it is being 
sold legally. As Lovely says, much 
ot the material banned was trash, 
but the only proper way to ban it is 
through court action in which all 
arguments receive a fair and judi- 
cial hearing in the context of the 
heritage of a free press and the right 
to read. As long as any character 
who takes a fancy to pinning a 
badge on his mind can threaten 
newsstands with unfavorable pub- 
licity and thus have banned any- 
thing he doesn’t like, nothing, no- 
body, is safe from sudden private 
essentially fascist censorship, and 
we do not have a free marketplace 
of ideas. Playboy, for instance, can 
be said to be an argument for a way 
of looking at sex which has as much 
right to a hearing among those who 
wish to buy the magazine as do the 
editors of Reader’s Digest or the 
But 
what can be done when the vigil- 


American Legion Magazine. 


antes mount? 
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SOME GOOD SIGNS 


AUSTIN 
An optimistic thought or two upon 
the New Year. 


The Democratic sweep nationally 
has placed our senior senator in closer 
proximity to liberals, north and south, 
and if the shift does not qualify as a 
full rapprochement, it gives little com- 
fort to Barry Goldwater and the rav- 
enous rightists of the GOP. Further- 
more, the changed national scene 
should soften the more savage aspects 
of conservative rule in Texas. 


Within the state, there are growing 
signs that men of responsibility—con- 
servative and liberal—are appraising 
the status of the state in somewhat 
more realistic terms. The regents of 
the University of Texas, who can 
hardly be characterized as a covey of 
do-gooders, trailing as they do their 
wreaths from Shivers and Daniel, 
were enough concerned for the future 
of the University to appoint a Com- 
mittee of 75 to make a searching in- 
quiry into its status. The 75, again a 
right-leaning body including the same 
Mr. Shivers, summarized its findings 
in one of the most challenging public 
documents to grace the province in 
years. Conservative prudence intruded 
here and there to dull the sharp edge 
of academic research but does not di- 
minish materially the resolute facing- 
up-to-facts appraisal that suffuses the 
50-page document. The Committee of 
75 demonstrated its respect for excel- 
lence, its ability to distinguish the pe- 
“tian from the brilliant; its report 

down with sober academic zeal 
what must be done to make the state 
university an institution of the “first 
class.” 

The University’s request for funds, 
made in full knowledge of the “crisis” 
as outlined in the report of 75, was 
pared leeringly by the Commission on 
Higher Education, but here again 
there was a certain facing of responsi- 
bility, a sort of harbinger of a more 
enlightened era. The Commission on 
Higher Education, an almost wholly 
business dominated body, demonstra- 
bly responded to pressures more cor- 
porate than academic but also drew a 
line behind which it did not retreat. 
Painfully aware of the very real cri- 
sis surrounding the university faculty, 
the Commission carefully preserved 
the recommended pay raises but put 
them off a year and insisted on at 
tempting to do something about the 
“critical needs” of the uniVersity’s li- 
brary. 

That the Governor did not have the 


courage to stand by either the Com- 
mission or the regent’s committee dulls 
the picture, of course. His budget for 
1960, denying faculty increases and 
slashing library appropriations, means 
that part of the state’s business com- 
munity, untouched by educational mat- 
ters, put still more pressure on the 
Governor to keep taxes low. Much of 
this pressure, one suspects, actually 
does not emanate from Texas business 
but from the Eastern giants who have 
long regarded Texas as a colony to be 
dealt with distantly through their hired 
local representatives, but Standard Oil 
of New Jersey to the contrary, there 
are some Texas buisnessmen ready to 
try to repair the ravaged schools. 

The legislature itself promises to be 
more responsive to the people than 
since the thirties. The House particu- 
larly will have a growing number of 
men concerned with the vacuum in the 
field of industrial safety, the oppres- 
sive migrant labor situation, the too- 
long delayed water-conservation pro- 
gram, and of course the schools. 

Turning from the Texas conserva- 
tive mind circa 1959, there is the other 
side of the coin, the liberal movement 
itself. 

The DOT has not traded its liberal- 
ism for votes and augurs a continued 
policy of organizational integrity ; it is 
a unique enterprise in Dixie and its 
survival, on its own terms, a massive 
portent. 

Texas labor, possessing excellence 
and integrity in its leadership, is a 
healthy force that has demonstrated 
its courage amid the most hysterical 
slanders; there are many liberals here 
in the finest sense of the tradition. 

The rural Democrats, who almost 
by instinct through the years have 
fought without organization the sun- 
dry conservative hierarchies, county 
and state, noted the events of the San 
Antonio convention and reacted with 
an agrarian outrage, part of which, at 
least, will endure. 

And at random, just a few of the 
individuals — a fragile and charming 
librarian in Burnet named Mrs. Id- 
win Sue Goree; the unfragile Maury 
Maverick; the extremely untragile 
Bob Slagle; earnest, articulate Wal- 
ter Hall; quiet, friendly Jake Sorrells, 
Jr.; and then the Dallas friend who 
insists he is a conservative but voted 
for Yarborough and Gonzalez and has 
entered Hubert Humphrey as his win- 
ter-hook candidate for president. 

In such surroundings it is hard to 
regard the New Year with foreboding. 

1G. 
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BUNDLES TIED FOR RUSSELL’S EXPRESS 


MARSHALI. 

Sen. Russell would be the first to concede that 
he is not serious in proposing to spend some four 
billion dollars to transpose all Southern Negroes 
to the North and an equal number of white citi- 
zens to the South. At worst the proposal is a joke 
in poor taste, and at best it is a natural extension 
of the “put a nigger next door to vice president 
Nixon, and see how he likes it” answer to deseg- 
regation. It cannot be said that the senator has a 
“sweep it under the rug” philosophy; even St. 
Ike found out that questions affecting millions 
won't stay under when so swept. No, he has 
exemplified the attitude of Southern frustration 
that gives rise to what Harry S. Ashmore well 
called the “you’re another” retort to the sugges- 
tions of racial oppression in the South—the “just 
you let your Negro population equal that of the 
whites, and see how you will like integration” 
approach. 

Unhappily, the senator is right in large meas- 
ure, but let us pursue his fantasy; for little else 
it could be. Say we have twenty thousand Ne- 
groes, ready for exchange from the senator’s 
home state to a Northern one with a small per- 
centage of colored population. No doubt these 
exchangees would welcome the thought of migra- 
tion at government expense and likely be anxious 
to leave. But what of their replacements? Would 
the senator acquaint them with the life they 
would be expected to take up? Necessarily, the 
Northern whites would have to enter the eco- 
nomic and social vacuum created by the exodus 
of the Negroes. 

When the writer was a boy the Southern Ne- 
zro had the unquestioned right to take the sacra- 
ment and vote for his preacher. He was accorded 
some privileges in addition to these natural 
‘ights, and eventually was allowed to pass white 
pedestrians on the sidewalk without getting in 
the gutter, or being pushed there. Today he is 
battling in many places for the simple human 


dignity of being called “Mr.” or “Mrs.” and not 
“boy” or “girl” until he reaches sixty-five, and 
thereafter, “Uncle” or “Aunt.” What) white 
Northern citizens, senator, will replace these col- 
ored Southern emigres? Do you have informa- 
tion that any would willingly exchange places 
with them ? 

Let us be realistic. To staff Tuskeegee with 
white PhDs who would be pushed out of vote 
registration lines and gerrymandered out of any 
political rights would not be impossible. There 
are always the missionaries in any cause. But the 
devout and consecrated do not come in droves, 


Franklin Jones 








and when millions of whites were sought for 
these indignities. even bounty men could not be 
found. 

Nor can it be fairly said that the decadent eco- 
nomic, educational, social, and political state of 
the South will be transformed overnight by a 
mere change of the color of its lowest stratum. 
Some in social, economic, and political favor owe 
much of their position to the system made neces- 
sary by Reconstruction. Those with a vested in- 
terest in fear and ignorance will not willingly 
permit a true replacement of the scapegoat philo- 
sophy, and above all, of as convenient a goat as 
“the nigger.” We in East Texas saw this clearly 
in 1954 when a desperate candidate for Governor 
deliberately about-faced in the summer on the 
question of integration. 

There must, for survival of the Southern politi- 
cal machine, be a means of yelling “Wolf! Wolf!” 
to the voters when the grip of its manipulators 
seems to slip. The most convenient method to 
date has been the scare cry of racial miscegena- 
tion; the “do you want your daughter to marry a 
nigger?” clincher. In the blindness created by 
this taunt those closest to the Negro’s unfavored 


econoni ein the past reliably voted 


agaist t iterests and for the machine. 


Without y, established by those who 
never t pattox seriously, the poltroons 
who have eralism in subjugation in the 
South would not last until day- 
break. Se may not know this, but make 


no mistake machine operators do, They 


have lon; the political wisdom in the re- 
mark of \Washington, that “It take- 
two keep one Negro down in a 
ditch.” all three are down, there i- 
little cha they can look up or far enough 
to see the perpetrators of their economic subju- 
gation 

And ¢ mic subjugation it is in the end, The 
political the top dressing. At heart 
the Dix 1 more interested in keeping 
the ecor tus quo than retarding. political 


advancement simply requires the latter to 


achieve the former, and the Negro “question” in 
the South se: admirably to bring about both 
Oh, this is not to say that in its absenée some 
other fort prejudice would ‘not be conceived, 


in the fas! f the Port Arthur story, to shut 
out the political facts of life; but this. would re- 
t 


quire time | effort. The machine oilers are not 
going to 1 proven fuel without a fight. 
So if am hern Negroes are looking hope- 
fully to the rth, bundles tied, for boarding 
Sen. Russe version of the underground rail- 
way, let them settle down. They aren't going any- 
where, bi might brood over the ingratitude 
of those their political fortunes to the 
t f - Cx A ty , 
re ) 
ee 
~ 
* (Last ( manuscript and sig in facsimile 
for st s of expressive calligraphy.—Ed. ) 








Should the Majority Rule?--Johnson Says No 


AUSTIN 

Senator Johnson’s article, “My Po- 
litical Philosophy,” in the winter 
Texas Quarterly is more a statement 
of his political method, but in many 
ways his method is his philosophy. It 
is difficult to say what the most sug- 
gestive parts of the statement mean; 
it is characteristic of Johnson that his 
general statements justify his conduct 
but in the most oblique and invulner- 
able manner his ingenious mind can 
contrive. But because one suspects that 
when he was writing this, his mind 
was working out his justifications for 
defending the filibuster when the new 
Congress opens, the statement is wor- 
thy of some speculative attention. 

“T am a free man, an American, a 
United States Senator, and a Demo- 
crat, in that order,” he said. There, 
you see, is the persuasive way of say- 
ing, let’s not claim too much victory, 
now that the Democrats have won— 
let’s not have too much reform. One 
finds this the recurring theme of the 
statement, but never so said. 


“IT do not believe there are neces- 


. . e ” 
sarily two sides to every question, 


he says. (And what does this mean /— 
for we all know that most questions 
have as many sides as any diamond 
may. It means that now the Demo- 
crats have won most handily and have 
total control of the House and Senate 
in Washington, Johnson is trying to 
discourage the thought that “our side” 
ought to take a firm control of legis- 
lation, just as, in 1956, he prevented 
the Texas liberals from taking the 
state Democratic executive committee 
in the spring, with disastrous results 
to the liberals in the fall.) 


“There is likely to be merit in the 
views of the minority, quite as much 
as there is wisdom in the views of the 
majority,” the senator writes. ‘We 
have, as I see it, an obligation to seek 
out that merit, if it is there, and not 
merely to content ourselves with oblig- 
ing the majority, for the majority’s 
wisdom—however wise—is never the 
sum of all wisdom.” All quite true, of 
course. But the meaning? The mean- 





THE POINTED OMISSION 


WASHINGTON 

The holiday mail today brought a 
special report from Maurice Rosen- 
blatt, director of the National Com- 
mittee for an Effective Congress, on 
what to look for after Congress re- 
convenes. Rosenblatt is one of the 
sharpest observers of the Washington 
scene; his views are always worth 
studying. 

Apparently he does not believe Sen- 
ate Democratic Leader Lyndon John- 
son has suddenly acquired stature. 
Johnson, the report says, is the sort of 
man “who will not venture an attrac- 
tive goal unless he clearly sees the 
way, or at least the way back ....” 
The report notes than in his “pro- 
gram” for the 86th Congress Johnson 
“significantly omitted” civil rights 
and “even failed to mention education 
which would have reminded people 
that schools were closed in Arkansas 
and Virginia.” While Johnson spoke 
if the “new heights” to which the 


country must rise, the NCEC director 
described his program in these terms: 
“Reduced to its essentials, Johnson’s 
program is warmed-over New Deal 
and Fair Deal with missiles flying 
overhead.” é 

So far as Rosenblatt is concerned 


Johnson and Vice President Nixon . 


are both “political stylists.” Johnson is 
described as a “short range tactician” 
and Nixon as the “long range opera- 
tor.” 

If the party’s younger men rely on 
Johnson, Speaker Rayburn, and other 
veteran politicians, their fight will be 
lost before it has begun. The first and 
earliest tests come with moves to end 
the filibuster and to curb the power of 
the Dixie-dominated House Rules 
Committee. What happens in these 
crucial battles will be the measure of 
the Democratic congressional leader- 
ship, as well as an indicator of the 
party’s chances two years from now. 

Rosert G. SPIVACK 


ing seems to be that majority rule skirt. The years are passing in their 
not really the guiding principle of _ lives. As Senator Johnson says in his 
American democracy: that “the ( article, he has been in publi 
gress reaches a very dubious decisi 50 years, These people have been 
when its choices are made solel) ppressed more than 200 years in the 
head counts of the partisan divisio1 nited States. They do not have much 
—in other words, by the majority ice in “the national answer,” they 
This now almost explicit hostilit neither sophisticated nor power 
to majority rule in the Congress is t They had always thought the ma 
one sophisticated defense the frie: y rules—when a politician gets a 
of the Senate filibuster have. The rity vote he’s considered elected, 
gument runs like this: we do not t nt he? But now that they are near- 
the majority, what we must have ng the realization of their rights, Sen- 
the consent of most of the people r Johnson says, explicitly, that the 
the consent of the majority of the ¢ rity is not enough, that the ma 
erned, but the consent of most of t rity, once the noble grouping ot 
governed. Majority rule is insuffici ough men in enough agreement to 
for decision-making. As long as a 1 lecide, has now become a mere “head 
nority refuses to agree with the 1 nint of the partisan division. 
jority in a vehement way symbolize \Ve did not hear this talk from Sen 
by the filibuster, the decision must lohnson when he was elected to 
delayed. Do nothing. Wait. Let ngress by 27 percent of the voters, 
evils if they are evils accumulat: e Senate by an 87-vote majoriti 
everybody, including the evil-cdoer: majority was good enough for him, 


they are a virulent minority, agreé¢ t he does not think it is good enough 
is time to retorm. for the people. 
This argument appeals mightily not Re... 
a PPe 5 Well, it is. What reasonable man 


not admit misgivings about de- 


racy? But what reasonable man 
not also admit misgivings about 
form of government? The beliet 
democracy is not that it is perfect 
t that it is the best workable system. 
¢ In the theory of government the first 
test of type is, Who rules? If a ma- 

rity rules, it is a democracy. To the 

extent that a majority does not rule, 

is not a democracy, and to the ex- 

nt that a small clique rules, it is an 


only to Southern bigots, but to a 
intellectual, liberal, and somewhat 
trician fellows whose devotion t 
idea of democracy is somewhat atten 
uated by their fear of its processes 


I do not believe we have arri) 
an answer,” Johnson writes in T 
“until we have found the national 
swer, the answer all reasonable 
can agree upon, and our work 
done until that answer is found 

if the process requires vears ot 


lives.” istocracy of one kind or another. To 

Now | will tell you what: Iam not say that “all reasonable men’ must 
worried about years of a senator's life msent before a decision can be 
years of a representative's life; t eached in the United States Congress 
politicians have asked us to let the to say (since there is no parliament- 
spend their years legislating for iry way to distinguish between rea- 
I am worried about the years of the sonable and unreasonable men) that 


is long as any effectively filibustering 
long ago in the Longview area. The inority says “No,” the answer 1s 
teen-age boy had fled the country af No.” Since to delay a change 1s to 
ter a false arrest. The father was 1 decide against change, the result is 
home. It was a very cold day. A child — rule, not by the overwhelming major- 
not yet ten was in the bed with a bad ity, but by a miniscule and outvoted 
cold and no doctor; and the wind minority. If this is what Senator 
came through the cracks in the wall. Johnson says when he professes faith 
The mother came to the door barefoot in democracy, somebody ought to send 
with a baby girl hanging onto her him a government textbook. R, D. 


lives of the Negro family I visit¢ 














A ONE-TRACK 
NEW YEAR'S 


AUSTIN 
Bruce F. Allen, California 
legislative assemblyman who 
presided over an inquiry into 
a dispute over California tide- 
lands rights at Buena Park, 








RESOLUTION 


AUSTIN 
Dear Editor 


There being a freedom of the 
press for associate editors too, I 
pause to set down some random 
New Year's resolutions, a sort of 
memo to R.D. to run for the hills 
to avoid the avalanche of the one- 
track mind 

So I have written ten words on 
education for every three words 
on everything elise; so put it down 
to prejudice and prepare for more 
I have the 


then with heavy-footed 
bluntness I enlist the support of 
all of Western civilization too 
Convinced that education remains 
the number governmental 
challenge in Texas, a sort of cor- 
nerstone of reform on which all 
ther enlightenment can be 
erected, so to resolve 

(1) To follow the 
recommendations through 
committee. sub-committee and 
cloakroom session of the legisla- 
ture in an effort to learn just how 
tax-conscious lobbies manage to 
undermine the potentialities of 
our land and its citizens, all the 
while getting a sympathetic press 

2) To chronicle the long parade 
of educators headed by University 


Vinistic, 


one 


Hale-Aikin 
every 


of Texas president Dr. Logan Wil-| 


son, the Commission on Higher 
Education, and the so-far exiled 
Committee of 75, with the intent 
not only of observing their pleas 

r reason and mercy before the 
legislative-corporate team _ that 
runs our state, but also how a par- 
.liamentary body mincingly side- 
steps its responsibilities, all the 
while retaining its self-respect 

(3) To follow the Klan-like ac- 
tivities of the “Texas Bureau of 
Economic Understanding” (as 
modified by the surface manifes- 


tation of a business suit supplant- 


ing the traditional white sheet) in 
an effort to discover how many 
well-meaning, naive rural school 
superintendents and fundamental- 
ist preachers it can enclose in its 
sumptuous corporate cloak. 

(Next column) 


founding fathers on| 
my side and if that is too chau-|} 


Cal., Oct. 1, has sent the Ob- 
server a hefty transcript/of 
the testimony which indi- 
cates the legislative probers 
were ‘fishing’ when they 
asked Houston oilman Wes- 
ley West about the gifts his 
and Lyndon Johnson's family 
have exchanged. 


The testumony involved an al- 
leged effort by West to get John- 
son's Washington office to interest 
the executive branch of the gov- 
ernment in assigning Aaron Shal- 





(4> Cheerfully to eat crow and 
pledge temporary fealty to the 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey 
et al if the business community 
decides to relent a little and spend 
less money for economic propa- 
in the schools and more 
the school systems 


ganda 
money on 
themselves 

Number four may strike you as 
self-delusion, but so many states 
with Republican controlled state 
senates have faced their responsi- 
bilities in public education that I 
have hope, though only yesterday 
a lobbyist said that the Texas In- 
dependent Producers and Royalty 
Owners Association “couldn't care 
less” about the Hale-Aikin school 
reforms 

Preoccupation with the Yankee 
dollar notwithstanding, our 
schools have not yet fallen to the 





| Status revealed by the secretary of | 


} the Soviet writer's union who at- 
| tacked Pasternak with the state- 


ment, “We simply cannot tolerate 
anybody who questions every- 
thing.” Even without TIPRO 


around their necks, the Russians 
have a few obstacles of their own 
| blocking school improvements. 
For 1959 let Joseph Addison be 
invoked: “I consider a human soul 


ours, makes the surface shine, and 
discovers every ornamental cloud, 


the body of it.” 
| Happy New Schools. 











owitz, a federal map expert with 
the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
to develop a position on the Or- 
ange County, California, tidelands 
favorable to West's financial in- 
terests ina pending lawsuit. West 
said he never discussed the mat- 
ter with Johnson himself. 


EST ADMITTED he had 
bought a mortgage on the 
home of Joel Ogle, the county 
counsel of Orange County, as a 
favor to Ogle, at an interest rate 
setback to West, on the note he 
bought and the note he signed 
with Ogle, of two or two and a 
half percent. West also admitted 
he sent Ogle a Weatherby rifle 
worth $700 or $800 for Christmas, 
1957, and a Patek Phillipe watch 
worth $600 or $700, “because I 
like him.” West said Ogle coeop- 
erated with him after looking af- 
ter the interests of the county. 


Assemblyman Burton asked 
West about the mortgage on 
Ogle’s house: “Did it occur to you 
that in view of your dealings with 
the county of Orange, and in view 
of Mr. Ogle’s capacity as county 
counsel, that making available 
funds to him that would enable 
him to get a $2500 discount might 
subject you or Mr. Ogle, or per- 
haps both of you, to some criti- 
cism?” 


West replied, “I think my at- 
torney advised me that it might 
be so interpreted, yes, sir. I also 
told him that I didn't particularly 
give a damn; that I was inter- 
ested in helping the man.” 


“Did you have any intention to 
influence Mr. Ogle’s judgment in 
his official capacity as county 
counsel in giving him these npres- 
ents?”’ Burton pressed. 


“Well, not at all, except that I 
thought possibly the Golden Rule 
wouldn’t hurt anybody. And if 


| they could learn to live by it, it 


' 


| 


spot and vein that runs through} 


Cap Tamura, 


L.G. | 


Rural Liberals Uniting 


AUSTIN 

Rural liberal Democrats have 
been laying plans for their part 
in the 1960 party fight outside the 
Democrats of Texas organization's 
effort. At a meeting in Dallas re- 
cently to which reporters were 
not invited, a group of such 
Democrats drew up plans on an 
area-by-area basis for their effort 
which is conceived of as a sup- 
plement to DOT's work. Waco dis- 
trict attorney Tom Moore and 
Corsicana Dist. Judge Jim Sewell, 
both loyalists who have been DOT 
leaders, were present, as was Sen 
Yarborough. 

A story appeared in the Dallas 
Times-Herald saying Yarborough 
“turned down a plea by Texas 
liberals” that he lead a fight to 
keep Sen. Johnson from control- 
ling the 1960 delegation to the 
Democrats’ national convention. 

The story represented Yarbor- 
ough saying he will continue his 
fight for principles and will side 
with those who share his views 
but will not carry on a2 personal 
vendetta against Johnson; defend- 
ing Johnson, saying his differ- 
cnecs with Johnson were far less 
on U.S, Senate matters than on 
political infighting in the Texas 
party. 

Asked for 
Times-Herald 


comment on the 
story, Yarborough 


told the Observer, “no comment” 





{It is the Observer's firm under- 
lstanding that when one of the 
‘|persons pre 
|raised the question of supporting 
lor opposing Johnson for president 
; Yarborough said he did not want 
discuss that subject but that 
wanted to discuss organizing 
|Democrats. He said, in addition, 
jthat he is neutral in the presi- 
|dental competitions among Demo- 
jcrats. The direct remarks attrib- 
;uted to him by the Times-Herald 
lare believed accurate. 

| While declining to discuss the 
| Times-Herald Story itself, Yar- 
| borough said to the Observer: 


sent at 


| to 


lhe 


“As I have stated before, I am 
|neutral in the matter of the presi- 
dential nomination. At least six 
of my Democratic colleagues are 
either active candidates for ‘the 
presidential nomination, or their 
friends are pushing them. I have 
been asked by some Texans to sup- 
port Senator Johnson for the 
nomination. I have been asked by 
other Texans to support Senator 
Kennedy; by other Texans, Sen- 
ator Symington: by other Texans, 
Senator Hubart Humphrey; and 
Albért Gore and Estes Kefauver 
have their backers in Texas. I am 
working with all of these men in 
the Senate, and I do not think my 
work in the Senate would be 
aided by my bcing for any one 
of them.” 





the meeting | 





without education like marble in | West replied. 


the quarry, which shows none of | 
its inherent beauties till the skill | 
of the polisher fetches out the col- | 


would be a pretty good deal,” 


- 


(The Golden Rule was inscribed 
on the watch West gave Ogle.) 


West also said Ogle gave him a 
“wonderful little Zenith radio, the 
transitor type,”’ the value of which 
was not asked. He said he gave 
an employee in 





county counsel Ogle’s office, a cig- 
arette lighter which cost between 
$150 and $250. 


“Have you made any other gifts 
to any employees or public offi- 
cials of the state of California?” 
came the question. 


“No, sir, I don't believe so 
Well, now, wait a minute, I may 
have, too. I gave Mr. Forgy a 
watch and he is, probably, em- 
played by the county now in con- 
nection with this suit. And I gave 
his son one. And I think his son 
works for them.” 


HALOWITZ was assigned the 

task of making a report on the 
Orange County tidelands “at the 
request of somebody in Senator 
Johnson's office,’ the questioners 
and West agreed. West said that a 
lawyer he employs talked to 
somebody in Johnson's office 
about this. What did West think 
Johnson's office did about this re- 
quest? 


it is just a matter of get- 

ting an introduction,” West re- 
plied. “There are some places in 
Washington, I understand, where 
in order to see pyblic records, if 
they have been stored in the ar- 
chives, you have to have some 
sort of a pass or introduction be- 
fore you are nermitted to get in.” 
What, West asked, had this 
questioning to do with the Orange 
County tidelands litigation in 
which he was involved? Allen re- 
plied, “If the federal government 
has assigned a federal officer to 
do some work on this subject in 
assistance of your side of the liti- 
gation, we want to know about it.” 
West rejoined that he thought 
they might be trying to try the 
lawusit before the commiftee. As- 
semblyman Weinberger said in 
reply, “Mr. Chairman, after the 
testimony we have heard from 
this gentleman today, I am not 
prepared to sit here and listen to 
any criticism of you from him.” 


Weinberger then asked West 
“whether or not you had any gifts 
given to Senator Johnson.” “Sen- 
ator Johnson's and my family, and 
I and his family, have always ex- 
changed gifts for the last 20 
years,’’ West said. 





Houston's Wesley West in California 


There followed this exchange: 


Weinberger: “What were the 


values of the gifts you gave?” 


West: “God knows what the 


value of them was.” 


Weinberger: “Well, were they 
watches? Watches with this 
touching allusion to the Golden 
Rule on them?” 


West: “I am certain that he has 
one of them, but I will say this to 
you now. In the face of your line 
of questioning at this moment, I 
don't think I will answer any 
more questions.” 


Weinberger: “Well, that is a 
very safe retort after all you have 
told us so far.” 


Burton said he did not see that 
there was any relevance in the 
questioning to the issues before 
the committee. West repeated, 
“There were no gifts that affect 
the tidelands, let me make that 
clear to you."” Weinberger argued 
“we have to be the judge of what 
is relevant.” , 


“There have been no gifts made 
to Senator Johnson or any mem- 
bers of his office or staff for the 
purpose of getting favors from his 
office with respect to this or any- 
thing else,” West said. 


“Well, the purpose of a gift is 
something that someone else has 
to go into,’ Weinberger said 


“No,” said West 


“Senator Johnson has no inter- 
est in the tidelands or the Amer- 
ican Marine, either directly or in- 
directly,” West said. (American 
Marine is West’s company.) “He 
has never had, no member of his 
family has ever had, and I don't 
expect them ever to have.” 


Weinberger asked if West is stil! 
giving Johnson gifts. 


“No,” West said. “I will always 
give him gifts if I want to give 
them to him, sir. They do not per- 
tain to this committee and I do 
not intend to be browbeaten about 
my friends.” 


HE QUESTIONING about the 
gifts to Johnson was not car- 
ried any further. 





The Free 


LOLITA, Viadimir Nabokov, G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York, 319 


pp.. $5. 
AUSTIN 


Humbert Humbert says “sex” is 


| J 
j}not his interest at all in setting 


down his memoir before he is 
sentenced for seducing an inno- 
cent and murder; rather, jurors, 
he is engaged in a greater endea- 
vor, “to fix once for all the peril- 
ous magic of nymphets,” little 
girls aged 9 to 14. What is your 
judgment, response, idea, feel- 
ing? Are you, too, (as surely all 
your fellows on the jury are, and 
the judge, the jailers, and the 
switchman,) impervious to, even 
into the deepest darkest devices 
of your hardly known self, their 
overtly innocent, mystically 
wicked appeals? Well, you proba- 
bly must read Lolita to know, and 
then you may not know. I am dis- 
posed toward an extremely direct 
interpretation of the Russian Na- 
bokov's somber masterpiece. True, 
he sports with American mater- 
ialism and ad-mess, with the sov- 
ereignty of the inane in the 
United States; he takes the start- 
ling knowingness of his nymphet 
necromantic (“Lo-lee-ta: the tip 
of the tongue taking a trip of 
three steps down the palate to tap, 
at three, on the teeth. Lo. Lee. 
Ta.") as evidence of the idiocy of 
“the campfire racket and so 
forth"; by a wrenching stretch of 
the matcrial into the allegory, one 





Is Not the Unethical 


may say this is the Old World de- 
bauching the New. But I find it 
implausible that Nabokov, who 
one place has Humbert Humbert 
confess to a Dostoevskian fit of 
some kind, means much more 
than Humbert Humbert implores: 
Try to understand, man, virtue is 
for babes in arms and death beds, 
righteousness for innocents and 
hypocrites. Recall, Dostoevskians, 
when the character in one of the 
great Russian’s novels took him- 
self, too, to a nymphet, and then, 
suspecting she was hanging her- 
self in the bathroom, did not go 
to see. There are those—those 
given to literary talk, true, but, it 
is said, with some documentation 
—there are those who say that 
Fyodor cast himself into the pres- 
ence of the hated Turgenev and 
confessed a similar deed in the 
still bizarre Russian tradition of 
the public confession. Who is to 
say? Even Time Magazine has 
Suggested that Nabokov may not 
be a perfect personal stranger to 
the identity of Humbert Humbert: 
he seems so precisely apprised of 
that anguished nymphetmaniac's 
fantasies! Nabokov assures us, 
however: he picked up all that 
lore about the Great American 


Road during a trip West with his 
wife to collect butterfly speci- 
mens, So, he says, there are some 
episodes in his book ... some pro- 
scribed lusts. “But after all we are 


not illiterate juvenile delinquents, 
not English public school boys 
who after a night of homosexual 
romps have to endure the para- 
dox of reading the Ancients in ex- 
purgated versions.” (And as writ- 
ing, as art, the memoir is precise, 
literate, and spontaneous. Nabo- 
kov uses odd exact words of the 
English language in a way which 
must come naturally toa man 
who, with eight novels in Russian 
behind him, took up American 
residence 18 years ago and con- 
summated his English in full 
adult awareness of its importance 
to his work.) Until page 285 it 
never occurs to Humbert Hum- 
bert that he has been bestial to 
the girl as a person, has regarded 
her as an instrument without 
value beyond her use for his grat- 
ification, and has deprived her of 
her childhood. Then he sees that 
this has been so; “And I have still 
other smothered memories now 
unfolding themselves into limbless 
monsters of pain.” He bloodthirst- 
ily avenges her on a symbol of 
himself, too late, too wrong. The 
free is not the unethical: 


“To quote an old poet: 
The moral sense in mortals is the 








duty 
We have to pay on mortal sense 
of beauty." 
Somc book. R.D. 
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Former 
J 


district judge R. C. 
(Bob) Slagle of Sherman, who 
managed Sen. Yarborough’s re- 
election campaign last summer, is 
seriously planning to run for lieu- 
tenant governor in 1960. Lt. Gov. 
Ramsey may not seek his sixth 
term in the office. Slagle could 
expect support from Speaker Ray- 
burn, Yarborough, and organized 
labor. 


/ The state Democratic execu- 

tive committee has called a 
meeting to which all county Dem- 
ocratic chairmen are invited Jan. 
10 in Austin at which discussion 
is proposed of changing the basis 
for the allocation of delegate 
strength at the state conventions. 
At present the votes of a precinct 
or county for the Democratic 
nominee for governor at the last 
general election are the deciding 
factor. Alternates SDEC proposes 
discussing: the vote in the gov- 
ernor’'s race in the last Demo- 
cratic primary, or the vote for the 
Democratic presidential candidate 
in the last presidential election. 
The first, weighting in as it would 
the conservatives and Republicans 
who vote in Democratic primaries, 
will be advocated by Daniel’s 
group; the second, which would 
limit an area’s Democratic con- 
vention strength by how many of 
its voters preferred the Demo- 
cratic to the Republican presiden- 
tial nominee, will be advocated by 
liberals ... Mrs. RD. Randolph 
said in a letter to SDEC she will 
continue opposing members who 
are not loyal Democrats or are 
supported by FIA. ... Ed Drake, 
Dallas county Democratic chair- 
man who is pro-Ike, petitioned 
the legislature to raise from 200,- 
000 to 400,000 the number of votes 
for governor required before pri- 
maries become mandatory for a 
political party. This would help 
Republicans mainly. Joe Bailey 
Humphreys, loyalist spokesman, 
called the letter “the most blatant 
betrayal” of the Democrats ever 
attempted. 


A photo-copied unsigned: pa- 

per is circulating in Austin 
alleging that Speaker Waggoner 
Carr “cannot organize a conserva- 
tive House” because of those in- 
cumbents he lists as his support- 
ers, Only eleven did not have 
“pro-labor” records .... Dr. C. W. 
Finley, Lubbock dentist, and Os- 
car Powers, Lubbock insurance 
man, saying they spoke for a Lub- 
bock group, told Austin reporters 
Carr told them he could, indeed, 
“organize a conservative House” 
and that they are demanding he 
show how in view of his labor 
support, Carr called this propa- 
ganda for Burkett. Burkett 
charges 75 percent of Carr's back- 
ers had pro-labor records; Carr 
charges 40 percent of Burkett’s 
backers had pro-labor records .... 
A Lubbock group held an “appre- 
ciation dinner’’ for Carr Dec. 29 
at the Lubbock Country Club. 


V 


Gov. Daniel will invite 51,000 
Texans to his day-long inau- 
turation Jan. 20. 


V 


/ Congressman Jack Brooks, 

Beaumont, said of course, as a 
Joyal Texan, he would support 
Sen. Johnson for president, not 
only because he is a Democrat 
and a Texan but because he is 
capable .... The Chicago Tribunc 
reports that Johnson is annexing 
new suites on Capitol Hill which 
will give him, in the next session, 
“20 rooms of palatial size, most of 
them ornately decorated and 
thickly carpeted, for his official 
use.” .... He has been consulting 
with various senators at his ranch 
on the Pedernales .... Time Mag- 
azine points out he has condemncd 
“the hotheads on both sides” of 
the race question and admits 
“we're a little late in our section 


V 
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Political News Ranges from Labor to TMA 


in recognizing that all men are 
equal.” In New York he urged 
an end to outmoded secrecy on 
information and _ reductions in 
“prohibitions against free travel.” 
. He received a_ single leaf 
from a sacred Chinese ginkgo tree 
from a Soviet scientist through a 
California mathematician the sci- 
entist designated to distribute 
them to those working for peace 
An S.D.E.C. newsletter said 
Mrs. R. D. Randolph opposes 
Johnson for president, to which 
she replied all she has donc is re- 
peat what Johnson has said: “He 


is not interested in the presi- 
dency.” O. B. Lloyd, UPI's 
Austin bureau chief, is joining 


Johnson's staff; Lloyd Larrabee 
moves up in the bureau .... John- 
son sent the Capitol press corps 
candy for Christmas. 


Sen. and Mrs. Yarborough 

were honored by 800 at a $25 
a plate supper in Houston Dec. 15 
The evening before Sen. Henry 
Gonzalez of San Antonio spoke at 
a dinner in Houston 


/ Ex-Gov. Allan Shivers has 
been named a director of 
Texas Gulf Sulphur Co. He is also 


chairman of the board of Western 


Pipe Line, Inc., director of the 
Nationat Bank of Commerce, 
Houston, and director of Capital 
National Bank, Austin. 
/ Rep. Wright Patman, Texar- 
kana, will seek to head a 
sweeping inquiry into the na- 
tional banking system and the 
Federal Reserve System. He be- 
lieves he has evidence of “graft 


and corruption” in federal reserve 
banks. He contends the Treasury 
should not have to pay interest to 
private bankers in its financing 
operations and the U. S., could 
save $3 billion on interest in the 
national debt by adopting his pro- 
posals. 


/ Gov. Daniel says $65 million 
a year in new taxes will be 
needed, but Austin Report sticks 
by its prediction of $75 million, 
and “The Texas Businessman” 
predicts $105-$110 million a year. 
Daniel says the 10 percent in- 
crease he asks in state spending 
($29 million) is 72 percent less 
than the agencies asked. Daniel is 
hoping the $55 million deficit can 
be wiped out by shuffling the 
special funds (but Rep. Kennard 
told the legislative council not 
more than $5 or $6 million of these 
appear to be unencumbered) and 
perhaps by reviving the plan to 
claim for the state $15 to $20 mil- 
lion in unclaimed bank accounts. 
For new taxes, Daniel is expected 
to ask for a natural gas tax; there 
is also talk of another penny gaso- 
line tax and cutting farm-to-mar; 
ket roads. The Texas Rescarch 
League has reported that natural 
resources taxes (mainly oil, gas, 
sulphur) produce 32 percent of the 
State’s tax revenue and nearly a 
fourth of all state-local revenue, 
mentions for possible new resour- 
ces taxes the gas gathering tax 


Bob Slagle May Bid for Lieutenant 


fone percent per thousand cubic 
feet equals $40 million a year), a 
dedicated reserves gas tax, a gen- 
eral minerals severance tax ($1.5 
million per one percent), and a 
timber tax ($.6 million a year). 


/ The legislative budget board's 

program audit committee— 
Sen. Martin, Reps. Cotten and 
Heatley — recommends repeal of 
the state jail inspection law; re- 
organization of the State Health 
Department; putting college 
health services, employment of- 
fices, parking lots, and publica- 
tions on a self-sustaining basis (“a 
special kind of ‘socialized medi- 
cine’,” they called the health ser- 
vices); questioning athletic schol- 
arships (87 each at West Texas, 
East Texas, and Sam Houston, 74 





Political Intelligence 





at Southwest Texas, 56 each at 
Stephen F. Austin and Sul Ross) 
and tuition scholarships for needy 
students and veterans; investigat- 
ing sending more aged people to 
nursing homes instead of mental 
hospitals. 


AFL-CIO’s News slams Dan- 
iel for (1) endorsing FIA 
through Jake Jacobsen, his aide; 
(2) reappointing Perry Brown, a 
director of FIA, TEC chairman; 
(3) telling Texas sheep and goat 
raisers in Dallas, “It is highly im- 
portant that you be alert to the 
threat of labor leaders” on hiring 
and wages. Daniel is “following 
the line of FIA,” labor said. .... 
Lester Graham, regidn 17 AFL- 
CIO director, says 500 of the 6,000 
Houston teachers have applied for 
membership jin the teachers’ un- 
ion there Labor’s COPE 
started its poll tax drive Jan. 1. 

. The Texas labor scholarship 
theme subject is, “Annual salaries 
for members of the legislature.” 


/ 


V 


/ Texas Manufacturers’ Assn. 
’ holds its 1959 conference 
Jan. 15-16 in Houston on “practi- 
cal political action” with speakers 
including Rep. Ralph Gwinn and 
Sen. John J. McClellan .... The 


west, east, south, and lower Val- | 


ley chambers of commerce will 
soon merge into one Texas cham- 
ber under the sting of the new 
taxes prospect .... The house or- 
gan of the South Texas Chamber 
of Commerce has taken the ap- 
proach, “Too Few Pay Too Much 
of Cost of State Government.” 
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| Gl Industries Life 


Governor 


“The Mexicans want these 
jobs and can do them well,” the 
paper said 


ji ization 


D. A. Guilford Jone 
Spring, writes Gov 

favors lowering the age a hich 
juveniles can be tried 


JV 


The San Antonio city council 
has taken under advisement 
1 FEPC ordinance proposed for 


| 
i 
j 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| \ 
-| ar 


ished as adults fron | all of San Antonio by the Ameri- 
considerable push is expected N!can GI Forum and supported by 
this area next sessior 4€- | City Cmsr. Albert Pena, Rev. E 
fenders of the juver yurts| A. Juraschek, moderator of Catho- 
marshaling resistance ‘he | lic action for the archdiocese, and 
Highway Commission |! -| Rev. M. Saucedo, pastor of the 
tioned restricting outdoor ad Santa Fe Episcopal church. Rich- 


tising on interstate urd Casillas, speaking for the Fo- 


porting to Daniel and tt aid under the 1950 census 
ture that Texas could $ 30 percent of the Latins, 84 per- 
million extra in feder l icent of the Negroes, earn less 
the next than $2000 a year 


16 years for f 
property within 660 fees > 
highway who agree 

advertising Sen. Bol 


San Antonio Light nominated 


H . 1 Bill Blakley “tenderfoot of the 
ouston, wi rop ; ' 
4 h Sie and Lyndon Johnson “hand- 
ozen changes in 1} 

| shaker of the year 
water districts on elk bond | ‘ 
approval and sale, ar - . : 
: rnes C > the alls 
ing aspects to curb net cer Ee 
tricks with the distri Banner writes Eisenhower 
Bonner of “tly ie me i for free enterprise and all that 
Dallas cited the Texas § fj} crap, and we have less of it plus 
Pathology estimate that every! more federal control than ever 
murder discovered in T ; 

before 
are never noticed beca 
chaic coroner laws 

ee 5 aia A | 
require justices of Austin American editorialize: 
¥y 
have training in medic i- against the ‘$10 or 10 days 
lentific crime detectior kind of sentence, which mean 
c that “the penalty of poverts 
/ Cutbacks in defer =. ee ; 
= Dall — | jail.” “Thus the man with money 
in Dallas and Cory 1used 

navs $10 <= 2¢ is way 
protests from Texa ticlans. | #¥* S10 and goes his wa 
Chance-Vought in D person who serves out his se: 
new Crusader III fig} et| tence of 10 days actually contrib- 


and its work building the | ilus] utes. on 
II guided missile, which the Navy | $100 
cancelled out. Re te 

release of 1,400 w 

lease of 1,100 moré 

nounced plans t 

haul and repair ! n 
Corpus, which would 00 | 
workers. Sens. Johr 


the average, more 
to say nothing of the deg- 


| radation involved.’ 
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give the bracero pr regu- | 
lation tq immigrat 


Let’s Abolish the Poll Tax! 
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The Ligy) and the Oxon 





In union, there stre 






ngth 
The fable of the Lion and the 
Oxen illustrates this lesson very 
forcibly. As long as the three 






Oxen stayed together, the 

Lion dared not attack. But 

‘the king of beasts’ sowed 
dissension and jealousy amongst 












his adversaries, and they 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 





destroy them one 
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A Day in a Courtroom) 
With Big Thicket Editor 


‘Archer Fullingum,  edite: 
reporter, advertising mana- 
ser, circulation manager, re- 
cepthiomst, public relations 


cvunsel, typographer, proof- 
man, folder 


complaint 


reader, makeup 
and chief of the 
iesk of the Kountze News, of- 
fered up. in his Christmas day 
report 
Texas fr 


ssuv, the following 
East Texas 
istice.—Ed 


McDonald and Wren Trials 

Justice Court” 

It was justice of the peace court 
last Thursday, and as it turn- 
was Henry Allen Coe 
Bui the 
scores of spectators on hand when 
Judge Berniece Seale opened her 
rt at 10 a thought it was 
ng to be a grand slam because 
two famous cases were to be tried 


In these two cases, Ernest Elli- 


Continued in 
day 


tu Uues ae 


aay justice court 


m 


so ‘Goat) McDonald and T. H. 
Wren were the defendants. As it 
turned out neither went on trail. 


But literally scads of people had 
taken off last Thursday in order 
to attend these two trials 

It was hard to tell which trial 
would be the most fascinating. In 
ne, the McDonald case, the de- 
fendant was charged with exceed- 
ing the speed limit south on High- 
way 69. He was arrested months 
ago by State Highway Patrolman 
Sherrell of Silsbee. It was report- 
ed that “Goat,” a notoriously slow 
driver, had 42 witnesses on hand 
to testify that if he drove 65 miles 
on hour he was ready to be com- 
mitted to Rusk; 13 witnesses were 
said to be from Saratoga. As it 
turned out, halt of the jury panel 
that had been summoned were 
also ready to testify for Mr. Mc- 
Donald, who is a barber. 

Also on hand in the courtroom 
were seven State Highway Patrol- 
men from all over with armloads 
of records. 


In the other case, Mr. Wren, the | 


No. 1 practical joker of Kountze, 
was on hand to defend Mmself 
against charges by the Texas For- 
est Service that he “willfully” set 
the woods on fire and burned a 
quarter acre of timber near the 
Southern Pacific tracks near the 
school. 

Mr. Wren 
not nervous, 


was beady-eved but 
but he had walked 
a lot of it off walking up and 
down the stairs. For Mr. Wren 
was buzzing and he had a right 
His from Beau- 
mont, Keith, Mahaffey, et al, law- 


to be lawyers 


vers for the S.P. for which Mr. 
Wren has been section foreman 
about 30 years, had not showed 
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, po come old Max Mahaffey to | 


| who rides broncs and reminds one 





: HUNT'S ‘MISTAKEN’ 


DALLAS 

The following letter recently 
appeared in the letters to the 
editor of the Dallas Times Her- 


at 
asi 


s 
§ FANTASTIC THOUGHT 
> To the Times Herald: 

The thought that a display of 
patriotism is controversial is 
so fantastic as to be breath- 
taking, except for the fact that 
we have already accepted the 
idea 

The 
less than 2 


Mistaken, numbering 
percent, have cor- 
ralled and regimented our 
population who would other- 
wise be enjoying pride in coun- 
try, patriotic songs, speeches 
and action, except for the skill- 
ful management of the minus 


2 per cent. 
The lane is,long, someone 
has said, which never turns 


§ again and fate, though fickle, 
$ often gives another chance to 
man. 

H. L. HUNT 
Mercantile Bank Bldg., 




















KERRVILLE: 1930 





up. it harrowing to watch. 


\ Was 
But all felt that pretty soon here 


defend Mr. Wren against the Tex- | 
as Forest Service and its charge 
of “willtul burning.” 

But the Wren lawyers never | 
did show up—but that’s another 
story. Now back to Goat. Judge 
Seak called her docket, and] 
County Attorney Earle (Smokey) 
Stover answered “we're ready 
your honor” on every case. Judge 


Seale first postponed the trial of | 
Val Hickman of Village Mills, who 
said that he would waive a jury | 
and tell his story and leave it up| 
to the court. Val’s case was cone | 
tinued and he went back to his | 
seat. It was odd to see Val there | 
who is quiet and modest and sin- | 
cere and a person one would think 


|} would always be in the right. 


All this time Henry Allen Coe, | 
} 
of Alan Ladd, sitting over | 
there quiet and taciturn. He was | 
representing McDonald. Then the | 
judge called the McDonald case |} 
for trial and Stover said he was 
ready and Henry Allen said he 
was too, and he had a flash in his 
eyes as he said it, and a tingle; 


P | 
went through the courtroom. 


was 


Then the jury panel was found | 
to be present. Then all at once | 
Judge Seale teckons to Stover | 
and they converse in low tones, | 
and Smokey looks puzzled, but he 
beckons at Henry Allen and they | 
converse in low tones in a corner. 
And then it is announced that the | 
case of the State of Texas against | 
Ernest Ellison McDonald would be | 
continued. Judge Seale, who is 
now serving her last month as 
justice of the peace, said that she 
did not want to try the case, that 
personalities were involved, re- 
ferring no doubt to McDonald's 
arrest by Patrolman Sherrell and 
all the talking that has gone on 
since then. 





By that time, the next case was 
ready for trial, that of T. H. wren, | 
but Mr. Wren’s lawyers had not | 
arrived, but they had got in touch | 
with Henry Allen Coe and had | 
asked him to represent Wren. So | 
on behalf of Wren, Henry Allen, 
just as Perry Mason would have, 
approached -the bench, with the 
charge agaist Wren in his hand, | 
and Henry Allen quickly discover- 
ed that the charge against Wren 
said “willful burning,” and he ad- 
dressed the court in words that 
amounted to this: “Your honor the | 
charge says ‘willful,’ and if it is | 
that, this is a district court case 
It should ‘neglectful’ instead | 
of ‘willful’ in order to be a coun- | 
ty court A ‘willful’ charge | 
must go before a grand jury. This 
charge should be dismissed and 
a new one 

Then Mr. Stover spoke up and | 
said in effect, let's change it to| 
“neglect,”’ but Mr. Coe pointed out | 
that a new charge would have to 
be written and a whole rigama- | 

of legal functions and re-| 
quirements observed. 

In the end, Mrs. Seale continued | 
the case in favor of Mr. Coe’s 
arguments, and the county attor- | 
ney agreed. Will there be a new} 
charge against Mr. Wren claiming | 
neglect? What Mr. Wren was do- | 
ing the day the adjacent woods | 
to the railroad tracks caught on | 
fire was burning old ties, accord- 





be 


case 


written.” 


role 


Said there were sparks and he 
worked just as hard as anybody | 
to put out the fire 

If and when the two cases come 
up for trial in justice court after 
Dec. 31, W. C. Brewster be 
sitting as justice of the peace 

Will both cases be dismissed on 
or before or after Dec. 31” 

Oh Just one more thing. 
Coe was representing another cli- 


will 


yes 


}ent in the court. It was continued | 
| too 








'13 years of age; 


(“Another one of those Bode in- 
cidental pieces that go nowhere, 
and which will gradually 
print fewer and fewer of until 
Mr. Bode goes away, or finds 
something to say."—Ed.'s_ note, 
written by Bode. Except that Mr. 
Bode will probably go away when 
he finds something to say, as he 
almost did in the Winter, 1959, 
Southwest Review.—Ed.’s_ note, 
written by Ed.) 


we 


They were going to see Arthur 
at the hospital. His daddy was 
going to find a place to park the 
Ford and he drove off. There were 
cars parked all around the court- 
house square and they walked 
across the street to the hospital. 
His mother had her coat on and 
its wool rubbed against his cheek. 
He had his short blue pants on 


His mother's coat had a fur on | 


the collar. She had her hat on, 
dipped down in front. They 
walked up on the sidewalk and 
then through the low iron gate 
into the hospital. The sign said 
“Secor.” The square brown pillars 
ran along the porch. 

The iron fence had a hedge 
along it, and inside, there were 
square, perfectly green blocks of 
lawn. 

The gate had iron points on it, 
not as high as his chest, and 
when you shut the gate it clicked 
in a holder. An old man in a big 
hat and a 


his feet sticking a little to the 
rubber and the sickly smell in 
the air. They came to light and 
turned down the hall with the 
| floor full of black and white 
|checks and everything very quiet. 
|Doors opened on either side of 
| the hall. 
They walked past a door and 
}a skinny man in a white jacket 
looked at them he finished 
sucking on a piece of glass in a 
tumbler and put it weakly back 
on a white roller table. 

His mother taking short 
steps and looking at the numbers 
in her coat with the fur and the 


Winston Bode 


as 








was 








|hat on, and then her eyes lit up| 


whispered right away: 


shook her hand. He was brown 


and fullfaced and his hair was 
combed. 
“Take a chair,” Arthur whis- 


pered. “How are you, Carl?” He 
smiled. 

“Old man Cottle,” Arthur was 
Saying. “Poor old man ain't doin’ 





handlebar mustache | 


of the porch in a rocking chair. | screen where Mr. Cottle was. 


He got up to spit over the edge, 
and still bending down he 
back down in his chair, looking at 
them. He held onto the chair arms 
with his big hands. 

“Now you be quiet,” his mother 
said. 

They went into the lobby past 
a big screen door that screaked 
slowly and had something tacked 
on the middle of it that flapped. 
He saw an office where bottles 
stood on a table. Nurses were 
walking down a hall. A person 
was rolled by on a table. The 
person was covered with a sheet 
and the head was turned the 
other way. It was a woman. 

His mother talked to a woman 
behind the glass who wore glasses, 
and they walked up the stairs. 


Sat | 


Arthur's leg hung in the air 

They were talking a little lou- 
der. “I ju-st had stepped out of 
the saddle when that old heifer 
jerked ad hooked the rope a- 
round Blue’s leg. She shied back 
and knocked me down and then 
stepped on my leg I guess. The 
doctor said it was broke in three 
places.” 

His father came in looking a 
little bit dressed up with his tie 
on and his hat in his hand. His 





ELLO, MAGGIE MAE,” Arthur | 
he say in a brisk, hard voice, “Have 
seemed all right. He smiled and | 





any good at all. They had a tube | 
in his mouth all day today.” It! 
| was sitting down at the other end | was quiet on the other side of the 


j}and ‘stood over 
;}a thermometer. 





Carl went to the window. There 
was a soft blue sky. The swal- 
lows were dipping and screaking. 
A white light came up from the 
street. He could hear the car horns 
below. He'd never seen the town 
from the hospital. The 
very warm and soft, und all he 
could see was the blue sky, the 
tops of the trees, the top of the 
courthouse, and the swallows. 

Mr. Cottle groaned. A nurse in 
squeaking white rubber shoes 
came in and looked over the par- 
tition, whispered, “Did he wake 
up?” “I think he’s tryin’ to,” said 
a woman. “He seemed like he 
wanted some water while ago.” 

The nurse smiled ad said in a 


vir Was 


quick whisper, “I'll yo get his 
medicine now.” 
It was getting dark. The air 


and her mouth turned into a/in the hospital seemed sweet and 
|smile and she stepped into aj] heavy. There was the smell of 
room, saying “How are you feel-| medicine and the smell of tood 
ing, Arthur?” The walls seemed thick. Bright 

bulbs burned in the hall. Carl 


heard a nurse come on duty and 


these been checked yet? Why 
don't you just leave them there?” 
Metal pans rang together. 

The nurse brought a glass of 
medicine for Mr. Cottle on a tray, 
and she leaned over him and said, 
“All right now, I've some- 
thing here that'll make you feel 
a lot better!” 

Mr Cottle groaned 

“‘Bout that time 
Merritt!” Another 


got 


again, Mr 

nurse came in 
Arthur, holding 
“Uh-oh!” = said 
Arthur, and he raised up on one 
elbow. 


ARL WENT out in the hall and 
stood, waiting for his parents 

to say goodbye. A nurse came by. 
her dress rustling and her shoes 
faintly rubbing on the hard slick 
floor, and she said, “How would 
you like to be a patient in the 
hospital?” Arthur thought of the 
front yard at home with the crick- 
ets in it, the lights of the cars over 








sleeves were rolled up above his 
brown wrists, which looked like 
they always did in his work shirts. owl that cried after he was in bed. 
“Hello, Arthur,” he whispered, ex-| “You all come back and see 
tending his hand down and smil- | me,” Arthur said, lying flat and 
ing as he watched it that he didn’t | shaking hands. 

jar the bed. “I thought you gave | He waved and smiled a wan 
up rodeoin’.” | smile from the high bed with the 


on Medina mountain, the hoot 





They came to a landing. It was| ‘ “That's the trouble Fred, I was | Strange machinery underneath. 


dark on the stairs. They turned 
and went up the stairs again, with 





out of practice. Take that chair | The lights were burning bright- 


over there.” jly in the hail as they left. 








LEGALS 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 





TO Charles C. Stephens Defend- | 


ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
vis County, Texas, at or before 10 


o'clock A. M. of the first Monday | 
after the expiration of 42 days | 


from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 o’- 
clock A. M. of Monday the 9th day 
of February, 1959, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 112,575, in which Illa Ste- 


| phens is Plaintiff and Charles C. 


Stephens is defendant, filed in 
said Court on the 22nd day of De- 
cember, 1958, and the nature of 
which said suit is as follows: 
Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for a decree of 
divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 


| her of such nature as to render 
ing to railroad custom. Mr. Wren | 


their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that one child was born of 
said union which said child is now 
that plaintiff 
should be awarded the care, cus- 
tody and control of said child and 
that defendant should be required 
to contribute a proper and suita- 
ble amount toward the support of 
said child until it reaches the age 
of 18 years; plaintiff further al- 
leges that no community property 


} was acquired by the parties dur- 


ing their marriage; Plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, general and 


special. 


All of which more fully appears 


| from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
| on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made; 
| If this citation is not served 
| within 90 days after date of its 
| issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 
| WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
| Clerk of the District Courts of 
| Travis County, Texas. 
| Issued and given under my 
| hand and the seal of said Court at 
office in the City of Austin, this 
| the 22nd day of December, 1958. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby — that J. E. 
Miller and Bruce Inman, a part- 
nership, composing the firm of J.. 
E. Miller Drilling Company, of 
Abilene, ‘Texas, intends to incor- 
porate such firm without a change 
of firm name after the expiration 
of thirty days from this date, save 
and except, said name shall be J. 
E. Miller Drilling Co., Inc. 

Dated this the 8th day of No- 


vember, 1958. 
J. E. MILLER DRILLING 
ANY 
BRADBURY 





COMP 
| ¢by) BRYAN 
| CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

| TO Edward George Sullivan 
|Defendant, in the hereinafter 
| styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
| appear before the 126th District 
|Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
|be held at the courthouse of said 
‘county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
| 10 o'clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 26th 
day of January, 1959, and answer 
the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 111,669, in which Edna 





Sullivan is Plaintiff and Edward 
George Sullivan is defendant, filed 
in said Court on the 16th day of 
September, 1998, and the nature 
of which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for decree of 
divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said _ parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel] treatment on 
the part of Defendant towards her 
of such a nature as to render their 
futher living together as husband 
and wife altogether insupportable; 
Plaintiff further alleges that one 
child was born of said union and 
that plaintiff is the proper per- 
son to be awarded its care and 
custody and for which she prays 
judgment; Plaintiff further alleges 
that Defendant is able to and 
should be required to contribute 
the sum of $50.00 per. month for 
the support ef such minor child 
and for whick she prays judgmert; 
Plaintiff further prays for an 
order dividing the property of 
the parties and for relief, general 
and special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made; ; 

If this citation is not served with- 
in 90 days after date of its issu- 
ance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 
Issued and given under my hand 
and seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Austin, this the 12th 
day of December, 1958. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By G. BICKLER, Deputy. 
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